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March Faculty Meetings
Monday, March 17, 7 pm, Moody
Tuesday, March 18, 7 pm, Pell City

Graduation!
Tuesday night, May 20, 7 pm
First Baptist Church in Trussville
Rehearsal on Monday, May 19, at 10:30 am

Christian Home Education Fellowship of Alabama (CHEF)
State Convention 
Thursday and Friday, June 19-20, 2014
First Baptist Church, Gardendale, South Campus
www.chefofalabama.org for more information.

Yearbook()(We(Need(Photos!

https://www.homeschool-life.com/sysfiles/member/custom/custom.cfm?memberid=1104&customid=14472


We#are#working#away#on#the#201332014#yearbook#and#have
improved#the#way#you#can#submit#your#photos.#Click#here#to
see#more!

IMPORTANT(NOTE:#Due#to#the#high#volume#of#photos#received#last#year,#we#must
cut#off#the#submission#deadline#on#June#15th.#

http://www.crossroadschristian.us/yearbook-photo-upload/
http://www.crossroadschristian.us/yearbook-photo-upload/


We'll#need#the#summer#to#sort#through#all#the#submissions#and#sHll#have#Hme#to
deliver#the#yearbooks#at#the#first#faculty#meeHng#of#the#2014315#school#year.

FROM YOUR ADMINISTRATOR:
SOME THOUGHTS ON TESTING
I spoke a bit about testing at the January faculty meetings, but here’s some
more of my thoughts on this topic. It’s okay if you don’t agree with me, but I’d
like to make sure you at least have an opportunity to think about these things.

There are valid reasons NOT to test your students. Perhaps they have a
documented learning disability which would preclude accurate results from a
standardized test. They may have a test phobia, or become over-anxious in a
timed environment. Your family may not have the money or the time to devote
to a standardized test. But, if there is no particular reason that your student
cannot test, then it is a good idea to get your child accustomed to taking tests.

The reality is that test scores are used in many different ways in life. A
homeschooling parent can use them as an objective measurement of a child’s
educational progress. Never use an achievement test as the ONLY
measurement of educational progress. But it is a useful tool as you consider
your total educational program for your students. When you receive the results,
you are able to evaluate the effectiveness of your teaching or choice of
curriculum. It there is a strength, you probably already know. But if there is a
weakness, then you can make changes to address that.

If your student has never tested, then you need to make sure the anxiety level
is reduced, both in you and in your student. The younger you start, the easier it
is to avoid text anxiety. A lot of students do not test well. But you need to know
this before your students are in high school and taking college entrance tests.
If you wait to begin testing when your students are in high school, and he or
she does poorly the first time, a lot of hand wringing follows. Parents begin
questioning their student’s abilities, or their choice to homeschool, or whether
or not he or she would have done better with another teacher. Once your
student is in high school, you don’t have as much time to adjust to testing as
you do if your student begins testing in elementary school.

As your students get older and face high school and college, test scores are
used as entrance requirements: for college, for scholarships, as pre-requisites



for college and high school classes, for honor societies, etc. Your student’s
GPA and ACT/ SAT test scores are the two major qualifying items for most
college scholarships.

This is simply the reality of the world. As Christians we are to be in the world,
but not of the world. As homeschoolers, we do not have to model our schooling
after the public or private system. However, we do not know what the Lord has
in mind for our children as they move into adulthood. Parents should prepare
children with a broad education, equipping them as adequately as possible for
whatever God has planned for them.

For employers, colleges, military, etc. who may be considering your student in
the future, a test score gives a comparison of how your student ranks next to
other students who have taken the same test. It gives them an objective
opinion of your student’s achievement. If two students take the same test, then
their scores give some idea of how those two students may compare
academically, sort of like comparing apples to apples.

A test doesn’t reflect a student’s potential, or his abilities, or provide any insight
into his character. Many students become productive citizens without ever
taking a test. If you decide not to have your student tested, you won’t be
damaging your child. There are valid reasons NOT to test your student.
However, in my experience, a average ACT/SAT, or Stanford score, along with
a diploma, gives an objective measurement of your student’s achievement and
tends to provide enough extra information to affirm what you already know
about your student, that they have received a high school education.

On January 25th, our Key Club visited The
Village at Cook Springs. Those who were able to
go had a great time. We helped to transport the
residents to their chapel service and to lunch. We
were able to sing songs with the residents. Their
program coordinator had a game planned for us
to play with the residents called balloon ball,
where you bat a balloon back and forth. This was
enjoyed by all. We thank everyone for their
donations to make our 'Tape David to a Wall and
Handcuff Hayden and Meghan Together
Fundraiser' a complete success. We raised over
$135 in less than 30 minutes. On February 1st,
our club bagged groceries for tips at the



Odenville Piggly Wiggly for 4 hours. This was
another successful fundraiser for us, as we
raised about $200. Thank you for supporting us!
Advisor, Tere Sizemore (205-281-7916)

STANFORD ACHIEVEMENT TESTING

Tuesday through Friday, April 29 – May 2, 2014

Community Presbyterian Church Educational Building, Moody 

Grades 1, 4, 5, 6  Tues-Fri 8 am to 10 am 

Grades 2, 3, 7, 8  Tues-Fri 10:30 am to 12:30 pm

Grades 9-12       Tues- Wed 1 pm to 4 pm

Crossroads does not require that you have your student tested with any standardized

test. But, for families who are interested in doing this, we provide the Stanford

achievement test as an option. Testing this year will be Tuesday through Friday, April

29 through May 2, in the Education Building at Community Presbyterian Church. In

order to get reasonable rates, we order our tests as a group from a test provider.

Each family is responsible for paying for their tests, but there is no separate charge

for administration of the test.  The cost for most grade levels is $27. However, our

test provider requires that the OLSAT (Otis-Lennon School Ability Test) be given

at grades 2, 5, and 8, the cost for those grades is $35. 

This money is due into the school office by Friday, March 7. (I think I said we

could wait until the March faculty meetings, but now that I’m looking at the calendar,

I realize we can’t wait that long to order and make sure we have the tests back in

time!)  

You must bring your students to Moody for test administration, since the publishers

of the Stanford test do not allow parents to administer it. We do allow homeschoolers

from other groups to test with us; however, for non-Crossroads students, we do

charge for the test and its administration. Any questions, contact the Crossroads

office. 

OTHER OPTIONS FOR ACHIEVEMENT TESTING
If you want to test your students but prefer to do it at home or at a different time,



you do have some other choices. Here are some websites with some brief information

about tests provided.

www.thurbers.net

California Achievement Test can be given by parents, at home; no educational

requirements for tester.

www.familylearning.org

California Achievement Test can be given by parents at home; no educational

requirements for tester. 

www.bjupress.com

Stanford and Iowa Tests; educational requirements for tester.

www.setontesting.com

California (no educational requirements for tester) and Iowa (educational

requirements for tester) 

Activities
Teen Dance "Hippie Hangout"  60's Theme
Friday, February 7th, 7pm-10pm - CRCS Gym
$10.00 if you have previously paid or signed up (before February 4th)
$12.00 at the door
_______________________________________

Reminder: No Dance Class on February 7th.
_______________________________________

Annual Valentine Box Competition
Friday, February 14th, 11am-1pm - CRCS Gym
Valentine Box Entry drop off from 10am-11am
Judging begins at 11am  (categories for Preschool-12th grade)
(prizes/certificates awarded)
Lunch Approx. 11:30 (Bring a Dish to share)

There will be certificates and prizes awarded in each age/grade

http://www.thurbers.net/
http://www.familylearning.org/
http://www.bjupress.com/
http://www.setontesting.com/


category from preschool to 12th grade.

This is a potluck lunch, so bring lots of food!  School provides plates,
cups, napkins, and utensils. This is a free event for all grade levels
including preschool and high school. Come join us even if you don’t
have a student participating in the competition.

Guidelines for students preparing the project 
The child must do most of the work. (We realize parents will be
helping, but remember they are being judged against fellow
students.)
There must be an opening somewhere for students to put in
valentine cards.
You must have your child’s name and grade on the box. All the
boxes will be judged according to grade divisions.
There will be first, second, and third place awards given in each
division.

_______________________________________
Spring Showcase
Featuring Crossroads students in grades 7-12
February 27-28, March 1 at 7 pm
March 2 at 2:30 pm
ACTA Theatre, 225 Parkway Drive, Trussville AL
$5 per seat 

Directed by Kristen Sharp, this night of entertainment will feature
Matthew Bailey,  Elise & Skye Bartz, Tanner & Noah Burleson, Erin
Clinkscales, Hope Collins, Marisa & Christina Connally, Katie Cotton,
Caleb Denard, David & Sarah Dodgen, Hanna Fowler, Hayden &
Madelyn Gilbertson, Meghan Godsey, Joshua Griffin, Erin Hafner,
Christine Hansen, Alex Harris, Sara Hively, Emma Jones, Joshua &
Grace Killingsworth, Sierra Millsaps, Elizabeth Moore, Jonathan Rich,
Bea Riley, Lauren & Ashley Sizemore, Jonine & Cassia Smith, Jacob
West, and Ashley Womack.  Reservations recommended but not
required.  Contact the Crossroads office by phone or e-mail to reserve
those seats! 
_______________________________________
Spring Formal
April 4, 2014, 7pm-11pm
"A Secret Garden" (Title and Theme)
Senior Lead out will begin at 9pm



_______________________________________
Reschedule: Little Miss Muffett and the Lost Sheep
March 13th at 11am
Birmingham Children's Theatre at the BJCC.

Field Trips
Civil War Living History
Tannehill Iron Works
12632 Confederate Parkway
McCalla Al 35111
205-477-5711
Thursday, February 27, 2014

Please be at the park by 8:30 am.  We will be assigned our groups and ready
for the event in time.  You will also need a sack lunch.  Food is not provided
and fast food restaurants are not close by!   You signed up for this at the
January faculty meetings; we cannot add any numbers to what we’ve already
paid for.  If you signed up for this event, you will be receiving a separate e-
mail. 

If you have any questions please e-mail Tracey Douglas.

Preschool Activities
Lunch Play day at "Chick-Fil-A" in Leeds 
Tuesday February 18,2014 at 11:00AM
If it happens to be warm and pretty on this day we will make meet at the Leeds Memorial Park on
Hwy 119.  Just keep an eye out for an e-mail reminder the day before to confirm location.

Valentine's Box Competition
Preschoolers will be participating in the Valentine's Box Competition on February 14th in the gym.
Please check in the newsletter for the rules and information about the competition.  Preschool
children must follow the same guidelines.  Please remember, the preschoolers will also have a
luncheon that day, so bring something yummy!

If you have any questions or need to be added to the preschool e-mail list please contact Rose
Stephenson at mrsstephenson19@yahoo.com

mailto:douglastracey91@yahoo.com?subject=(Newsletter)%20Civil%20War%20Living%20History
mailto:mrsstephenson19@yahoo.com?subject=(Newsletter)%20Valentine's%20Box%20Competition


Click here for a list of tutors. Click here to contact our staff.
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