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FROM YOUR
ADMINISTRATOR
The main thing I want to emphasize to you this month: VOTE in Alabama’s primary
election on Tuesday June 3. I trust you have been educating yourselves about the
candidates at the state level and in your legislative districts. But I want to remind you
about the importance of electing conservative people to the state school board. 

Patricia McGriff is running for the District 6 seat, which includes St. Clair, Blount,
Calhoun, Cullman, Marshall, Morgan, and Cherokee, and a small part of Dekalb
counties.  She is a retired teacher, a conservative who is firmly against Common
Core. If you haven’t made up your mind about whom to vote for, please consider
voting for Patricia McGriff. 

District 8 is another contested seat. This includes Etowah, Jackson, Madison, the
other part of Dekalb, and part of Limestone counties.  Mary Scott Hunter is the
incumbent; Mike Parsons is running against her.  I’m not as familiar with this election,
but Mike Parsons is running firmly against Common Core, and Ms. Hunter was a part
of the state board that has implemented Common Core in Alabama. 

Betty Peters is an incumbent board member, representing District 2, and she needs
to be re-elected.  She is a true conservative, an opponent of Common Core, and a
friend to church schools.  She’s represents a large portion of east and southeast
Alabama.

Please share this information with your friends and family who live in these districts.
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Reminder: Deadline to submit photos for the
Yearbook is June15th!
[CLICK HERE] to submit your photos.

Order your yearbook today [Click Here]!
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RETURNING FAMILIES
Since we limit our enrollment to 250 families, we need to know how many of
you plan to return as Crossroads families next year.  The on-line registration is
open on our website.  Click on the registration link for Returning Families
(above) and complete the form if you plan to return next year.  Remember that
our school year begins in June, so IF you plan to return, please pay tuition for
the month of June (by downloading the payment coupons [here] or PAY
ONLINE by clicking [here], for the 2014-15 school year. 
 
As part of your re-registration, please be aware that records are due into
the Crossroads office for school year 2013-14 by June 16.  You should be
completing a fourth quarter report and an End-of-Year summary report for each
student.  You can mail these records in, or bring them by the school office
during regular office hours.  You could also leave them in the church office;
they will be put into our box and we’ll pick them up.  Tuition is due for school
year 2013-14 through the month of May.  All records and tuition should be
current in order to continue enrollment with Crossroads.
 

NEW FAMILY
REGISTRATION
If you have any friends or family who want to enroll with Crossroads,
encourage them to do so through our website.  Just click on New Family
Registration (above) and complete the process.  After we receive their
registration, we will contact them for a personal interview.  At that interview, we
will complete the enrollment process with the church school enrollment form
and a records request to the student’s former school.  We will have a New
Family Orientation meeting on Friday night, August 15th. 

FINISHING UP THIS
SCHOOL YEAR
 
End of year records are due into the Crossroads office by June 16.  You
need to complete your 4th quarterly report AND your End-of-Year (EOY)
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summary report, for either elementary or secondary student.  Have
records mailed in by that time. If you are bringing them in person, come
by on Tuesday or Thursday between 9 am and 3 pm; we keep our regular
office hours during summer.  Since the school year runs June through May,
tuition for this school should be paid through May.

DATES SET FOR TWO USED BOOK SALES

Saturday, June 7, 9 am to 1 pm
Saturday, August 2, 9 am to 1 pm
Community Presbyterian Church Gym
 
Mark your calendars for Crossroads’ used book/curriculum sales this summer! 
Because not everyone is ready to buy and/or sell in June, Crossroads has two
used book sales each year.  Anyone can come and purchase materials at
either the June or August sale.  But only Crossroads families can sell in June. 
We do allow non-Crossroads families to sell books in August.  Bring cash and
coin with you when you come to buy.  You may be able to write checks for the
bigger items, but it’s much easier to have cash for the smaller items.
 
For those of you who have never participated in one of our school’s used book
sales, here is an explanation of how to get ready for it!

How the Sale Works
The gym is divided into sections. Material is divided by grade from preschool
through grade 6, then by subject matter for grades 7-12. Areas are set aside
for readers, teacher resource materials, multi-level use, games, and
miscellaneous. There’s also a section devoted to “free” materials (anything
you’re willing to give away).
 
If you’re selling items at the event, please mark all your materials carefully. If
something is free, write “free” on it or on a label stuck to it. Otherwise, on each
item attach an envelope listing your name, item’s name, recommended grade
level (if known), and the price. If you have more than one item in a set, band
the materials together and write how many pieces are in that set on your
envelope. Purchasers will place the purchase amount in these envelopes.
 
When you bring books to set up, register with the cashier, who will label a large



When you bring books to set up, register with the cashier, who will label a large
envelope with your name and phone number. This envelope will be used to
collect individual envelopes which contain payment for materials you sell.
 
If you have time and are able to do so, you might consider making a master list
of your books and curriculum, for your use when you pick up your money and
unsold materials on Saturday.
 
Schedule for Set-Up and Sale
Set-up will be on Friday afternoon (June 6 and August 1) from 2-4 pm, and
Saturday (June 7 and August 2) from 8 to 9 am. The sale will begin at 9 am
Saturday and close promptly at 1 pm. Plan to return at 1 pm on Saturday to
pick up your money and any unsold materials, or have a friend do it for you.
CRCS is not responsible for any materials left in the gym.
 
Volunteers Needed
This sale is run by volunteers. Everyone who plans to sell materials must
volunteer to help with either set-up on Friday afternoon at 2 pm; no books can
be put out until the gym is set up. Or stay late on Saturday and help with
moving tables back to where they go. This begins around 1:15 or 1:30 since
we must give time for books to be collected by sellers. We also need two or
three cashiers to work shifts (9-11 am, and 11 am to 1 pm on Saturday). Tables
have to be moved from other buildings to the gym, and then taken back on
Saturday afternoon. Signs have to be put on walls on Friday and taken down
on Saturday. You’re welcome to bring your children to help with these tasks.
Contact the Crossroads office if you plan to sell books, and let us know how
you plan to help.

HOW TO GET STARTED HOMESCHOOLING
Saturday, June 7, 10 am (during used book sale)
Thursday, July 10, 7 pm
Saturday, August 2, 10 am (during used book sale)
 
For those families who are thinking about beginning to homeschool this next
school year, we’ve scheduled four seminars from which to choose.  Each of
these seminars last about 1-1/2 hours, and cover the Alabama state law, how
church schools fit in, some of the specifics about Crossroads Christian School,
curricula choices, and a little bit on recordkeeping.  There is no cost for these
seminars; attending one does not obligate you to homeschool, or to enroll with
Crossroads.  Please share this information with anyone you know, friends or
family. 



family. 

Christian Home Education Fellowship of Alabama (CHEF)
State Convention 
Thursday and Friday, June 19-20, 2014
First Baptist Church, Gardendale, South Campus
www.chefofalabama.org for more information.

DATES TO REMEMBER
How to Get Started Homeschooling
June 7 (Saturday 10 am)
July 10 (Thursday 7 pm)
August 2 (Saturday 10 am)

Used Book Sale
June 7 (Saturday 9 am - 1 pm)
August 2 (Saturday 9 am - 1 pm)

CHEF Convention
June 19-20 (Thursday and Friday) 8 am - 5 pm
 
NEW FAMILY ORIENTATION
Friday August 15, 7 pm (CPC Sanctuary)

FIRST FACULTY MEETING
Saturday August 16, 10 am (CPC Gym)

http://www.crossroadschristian.us/
https://www.homeschool-life.com/sysfiles/member/custom/custom.cfm?memberid=1104&customid=14472


Saturday August 16, 10 am (CPC Gym)

How to Homeschool through High School
June 26 (Thursday 10 am)
August 16 (Saturday 1:30 pm)

https://www.homeschool-life.com/al/chefofalabama/


26th Annual
Homeschool Convention and Curriculum Fair
There’s No Place Like Home
June 19-20, 2014
904 Main Street, Gardendale, AL 35071

[Click Here] to register!

Click the Convention 2014 tab and you’ll be able to do an on-line registration, or print
out a registration form and mail it in.  Read all about the speakers and what
workshops will be offered.  If you know anyone new to homeschooling, please
recommend this event to them.  They will definitely be able to learn from the
workshops and from visiting the curriculum hall.  Check out the vendors who will be
there under the Vendor tab.
 
Dee Black from HSLDA will be there, speaking specifically about the new state law
recently passed in Alabama that recognizes homeschooling in language within the
Code of Alabama for the first time.  I’ve attempted to summarize this elsewhere in
this newsletter, but I will be listening to Dee’s workshop, for sure!
 
If you know a family with children under 4 years of age who have not yet attended a
CHEF convention, they may attend for free.
 
Janet Longenecker will be leading the children’s program (for ages 5-12), making
history come alive through storytelling.  Since space is limited, if you want to bring
your children, better sign up quickly.
 
There will be a Used Book Sale on Thursday June 19, from noon to 4 pm.  Okay, it’s
not organized like our school’s used book sale, but there are things to be bought
there.  Just may have to look a little harder!   If you want to sell books, you need to
check out the details on the CHEF website.
 
Discount pricing if you register on or before June 7!!!
 
Crossroads families who are CHEF board members (the Landrys, the Tates, the
Rileys) will see you there!  We may actually recruit you for some volunteer positions! 
If interested, contact one of us!
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Extended Co-op News
Fall semester August 19 –December 4 (no classes November 25 and 27)

Spring semester January 6 – April 23 (no classes March 24 and 26) 
 
Here’s the latest developments for Extended Co-op classes for school year
2014-15! These classes will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 9
am and 4 pm. Each class will last 1-1/2 hours. The cost is $50 per class, per
semester. Sign-up will be on Tuesday August 5, 10 am to 12 noon, in the
Educational Building at CPC. You will need to sign up personally, or send
someone in your place. Payment will be to each individual teacher. The class
charge covers a facility usage fee and a supply fee. Books for these classes
will be purchased separately by the students. These co-op classes are taught
by volunteer teachers. All parents will be asked to help out in volunteer
positions, such as cleaning and classroom helpers. 
 

Classes being offered: 
American history for 7th-8th grades: Tracey Douglas will be using the ABeka
8th grade book, 2nd edition as the student book. She will supplement with
information from several other books; the students will not have to purchase
these. Each student will need a textbook and other simple supplies for
class. The student will have homework, quizzes, classwork, projects and tests. 

American history for grades 9-12: Tracey Douglas will be using the ABeka 11th
Grade Book, 2nd edition. She will supplement with information from other
sources as well. Each student will need this book for class plus other simple
supplies. The class will be a credit worthy class with homework, classwork,
projects and regular test. Some memorization is also required. 
 

Government and Economics for high school (taught by Tracey Douglas)
Pre-Algebra (taught by Tracey Douglas)
Algebra I (taught by Jennifer Lavender)
Algebra II (taught by Jennifer Lavender)

 
Organic Farming & Gardening (Science) for grades 7-8: Taught by Barbie
Whitefield. In addition to the regular class fee, there will be an additional lab



Whitefield. In addition to the regular class fee, there will be an additional lab
fee for material to do hands on activities and projects. That cost will be
determined ASAP.

Fundamentals of Organic Farming and Gardening will be the “text” for this
class, able to be downloaded from a website. Tests, quizzes, and assignments
will be handed out each week. Students will need to bring a highlighter,
notebook or loose leaf paper, and curriculum text to follow along with lesson. It
may be a printed copy, or viewed from a tablet or other device. 
 
Horticulture Science for grades 9-12: Taught by Barbie Whitefield. Worth one
full credit as a high school science. 
 
Writing Research Papers for grades 9-12: Hazel West is the teacher. Available
to 9th-10th grade students and 11th-12th grade students (If enough interest is
shown in this class, it will be offered at 2 times—one for 9th/10th grade and
another for 11th/12th grade. Twenty-page paper? No problem! Moving students
beyond basic essay writing, this course teaches students to conduct research,
manage note-taking, and craft a well-organized paper. These methods are
perfect for completing high school and college-level term papers. Students will
complete 2 research papers. THIS IS A YEAR LONG (2 Semester Course)!

Required Texts/Materials:  • Writing Research Papers: The Essential Tools
(Student Book) by Lesha Myers   (materials can be purchased [here]) • MLA
Handbook 6th edition  • Laptop with Microsoft Word 2010  • 1.5” or 2” 3 ring
binder • file folders with side pockets that can be placed in their binder  •
Notebook paper • 100 Notecards (Large size, lined)   • Multiple colored
highlighter pens • BLACK Pens  • One BLUE pen for student editing purposes  •
Frequent access to a library .

**A familiarity with the IEW writing style is not required but would be an
advantage for your student. Student must know how to write a basic essay.
 
Intentional Reading/Study Skills for grades 7-12: Hazel West, teacher. This
course will address methods of reading for the retention of knowledge. Memory
techniques and note-taking skills will be covered. The purpose of this class is
to prepare our students for Mid-Term exams and Final exams typical of college
level coursework. By learning these skills, the need for ALL NIGHT CRAM
sessions will be minimized or eliminated. Even if your student does not plan to
attend college, these are useful skills for continuing a lifetime of learning.
THERE WILL BE HOMEWORK that MUST be COMPLETED each week in
order to participate in class.

http://iew.com/shop/products/writing-research-papers-essential-tools-student-book-only


Required Texts/Materials:  • How to Read a Book: The Classic Guide to
Intelligent Reading by Mortimer Adler  (materials can be purchased [here])

Student MUST BRING EACH WEEK: the history or science text they are
using this year • 1” or 1.5” 3 ring binder  • file folders with side pockets that can
be placed in their binder • Notebook paper  • 100 Notecards (Large size, lined) •
Multiple colored highlighter pens • BLACK Pens  • One BLUE pen for student
editing purposes • Frequent access to a library  

**This method of study techniques encourage “marking up or writing in” the text
being read. If you DO NOT wish for your student to do this in their SCIENCE
and/or HISTORY text book, I understand. However, I would ask that you send
something that CAN be marked up in addition to their current text book. I
suggest getting a textbook from the Thrift Store (high school level or above).
  
For elementary students in grades 2-6, Trail Guide to Learning. Taught by Kristi
Stapler, this course will be for a three-hour period. Science and history will be
taught from Trail Guide to Learning. All students will bring their own math
curriculum and will work on that for one of the hours. This class will be from 9
am to 12 noon. Cost is for 2 classes: $50 per class.
 
Thank you
Tracey Douglas
205-613-1301
delinndouglas@gmail.com

Friday Co-op News
FALL CLASSES / September 12 through November 14

SPRING CLASSES / January 9 through March 13 

Sign up for these fall semester classes will be Tuesday August 26, 1-3 pm
(CPC back building)   
 
Current Listing of Classes:
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Current Listing of Classes:

American Girl
Art (Kymberlie Tyson)
Drivers Education (Mike Powers)
Lego Class (Melissa Joiner)
Anatomy (Kimberly Conaway)
Preschool Classes (for teachers’ children or families with older siblings in
co-op)  (Rose Stephenson)

 

We need more teachers!
Contact Tracey Douglas by calling or clicking the email link below!

Tracey Douglas
205-613-1301
delinndouglas@gmail.com

Need an extra hand in
homeschooling?
 
Trussville Hybrid is offering classes this next school year for 4th through 12th grades!
Classes meet on Mondays and Wednesdays.
 
Laura Griffin is teaching Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2, and Pre-Calculus. 
Kathi Millsaps is teaching Government/Economics and US History!
 
This is the list of the other great classes available:
 
4th-6th grades:  Math, Science, English, History (All four classes are required for
these grades, and the classes meet from 8:00-12:00)
 
You can pick and choose from the following classes for 7th-12th grades:
 

Math: Fundamentals of Math, Pre-Algebra, Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2,
and Pre-Calculus
English: English 7/8, English 9/10 with Literature, and English 11/12 with
British Literature
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British Literature
History: World History, U.S. History, Government/Economics
Science: General Science, Physical Science, Biology, Chemistry, Anatomy &
Physiology
Foreign Language: Spanish 1, Spanish 2

 
E-mail trussvillehybrid@yahoo.com to get a schedule of classes, registration forms
and general information.
 
Check it out on Facebook! Click here or search for Trussville Hybrid School within
Facebook.

You can also call or text Laura Griffin direct at (205) 835-7166 if you have any
questions.

Foundations, a ministry which provides affordable, quality, college-preparatory
classes to homeschool children in a Christian setting, has opened up registration for
the 2014-2015 school year.

We are currently meeting in the Springville area and are offering the following
classes:

English for grades 7-12, U.S. History (7-8th grade), Geography & Alabama History,
World History, Government & Economics, Pre-Algebra through Pre-calculus, General
Science, Biology, Chemistry and Anatomy & Physiology. There is also the possibility
of Spanish I and II. 

If you are interested, please contact Heather Harkins 205-661-9174
or hharkins@centurytel.net.
 

Click here for a list of tutors. Click here to contact our staff.
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