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December
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY BEE SPONSORED BY SMIC ACADEMY
Participants: 4th- 8th Grade (and under 15 on September 1, 2013)
Wednesday January 8, 2014
(10:30-10:45AM registration) 11:00AM -12:00 PM Bee Rounds
Location: The Chapel at Shades Mountain Independent Church
2281 Old Tyler Road (in Bluff Park, Hoover)
Birmingham, Al 35226

Participation in the National Geography Bee can be an enriching experience for your child. SMIC Academy is pleased to host 
a local Homeschool National Geography Bee for 2014. SMIC Academy is providing the, NGS Registration and Bee Materials, 
location, set up, communications, a moderator, scorekeeper, timer and paper goods for snacks. Student registration fees 
will help defer these costs and provide cash awards to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. The winner of this bee will be 
eligible to take the written test provided by the National Geographic Society, which after scoring by the NGS can qualify 
a student for the State Geography Bee in April. For more information about the National Geo Bee and rules please go to: 
www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee

Daily challenge questions from old school level bees can be found at: www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/quiz/today
These 10 daily questions are the types of questions your children will encounter in the local level Geo Bee.

If you would like to register please sign up online at www.smicacademy.org or email HomeschlGeoBee1314@gmail.com. 
We are not set up to receive online payment so you will need to mail the below registration. You may also preregister 
online and pay at the door for a slightly higher fee. Please be on time. Rules limit interruptions in a round, and you will have 
to wait to enter the room between rounds.

If you would like to participate in an “International Food Fest” following the bee please bring a home-made snack or 
something interesting from one of the many international food and grocery stores in your area.

Parent Full Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________E-mail: ________________________________________________________________

Your Church-School: _________________________________________________________________________________

Name of First child: ______________________ Second: ______________________ Third: _________________________

Preregistration Cost: $6.00 each for first and second child. Max $12.00 per family. Registration at the door: $8.00 each for the first and second child. Max $16.00 per 
family. Please enclose a check made out to SMIC Academy and mail to SMIC Academy, ATTN GeoBEE, 2281 Old Tyler Road Hoover, AL 35226 postmarked by Jan 4th.

Cut here and return with payment.
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Upcoming Events

BIRMINGHAM  
CHILDREN’S THEATRE

Wee Folks: Santa’s Adventure in the 
Merrywood MegaMall, Thurs, Dec 5, 11AM

Mainstage: The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever, Thurs, Dec 12, 12 (noon) 

HOW TO GET STARTED 
HOMESCHOOLING
Thursday, December 19th, 1 pm
Community Presbyterian Church 

FACULTY MEETINGS
Monday, January 13, 7 pm, CPC in Moody
Tuesday, January 14, 7 pm, Heritage Baptist 
in Pell City

2013-2014 

Calendar
There will be no ballroom dance classes in December.

December 6 ...............................Fall Co-op extension classes end
December 6 (noon) .....................Etiquette Class Christmas Party 
January 7 ........................... Spring Co-op extension classes begin
January 9 .............................................................. Board meeting
January 10 ............................... Spring Co-op Friday classes begin
January 10 ........................................... Chess Club (first meeting)
Jan 13-14 ........................................................... Faculty meetings
Jan 13 – Mar 14 .......................................Third quarter (9 weeks)
March 6 ................................................................ Board meeting
Mar 17-18 .......................................................... Faculty meetings 
Mar 21 ........................................Spring Co-op Friday classes end
Mar 17 – May 23 ................................ Fourth quarter (10 weeks)
April 15 ................................. Spring Co-op extension classes end
Apr 29-May 2 ................................. Stanford achievement testing
June 15 .....................................All records due into school office

ACADEMIC

Calendar
August 10 .................................................... First faculty meeting 
Aug 26 – Oct 18 ........................................ First quarter (8 weeks)
Oct 21-22 ........................................................... Faculty meetings 
Oct 21 – Jan 10 .................................. Second quarter (12 weeks)
Jan 13-14 ........................................................... Faculty meetings
Jan 13 – Mar 14 .......................................Third quarter (9 weeks)
Mar 17-18 .......................................................... Faculty meetings 
Mar 17 – May 23 ................................ Fourth quarter (10 weeks)
June 15 .....................................All records due into school office 

OFFICE HOURS
Tuesdays & Thursdays
9 am to 3 pm

UPDATE E-MAIL ADDRESS:  
If you change your e-mail address,  
please contact the school office with 
your new information.

ENROLLMENT OPEN FOR CROSSROADS
Crossroads is open for new enrollment through January 3rd.
Check out the on-line registration through our website.
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KEY CLUB For students in grades 9-12 

This year has been going well for the Crossroads Christian Key Club. 

We have packed boxes for Operation Christmas Child and written holiday letters to soldiers. We are currently running the ECHOS  
Patriots Basketball Concessions. Our club served at the Sav-A-Life Banquet and the Moody Kiwanis Pancake Supper. We are planning 
several service projects for the new year including several visits to a local nursing home and a serve/work day at local non-profit, 
The Red Barn. We are also preparing for District Convention, which will be in Birmingham in early March. Our main focus for 
convention right now is planning for our Major Emphasis Project and several fundraisers to help pay for members to be able to 
attend. 

This year’s club officers are: David Dodgen, President; Hayden Gilbertson, Vice President; 
Meghan Godsey, Secretary; and Elizabeth Moore, Editor. Mrs. Tere Sizemore is Faculty Advisor, 
sizemore4@windstream.net 281-7916. We are all looking forward to having a very successful 
2013-2014 Key Club year!

Key Club focuses on volunteering in our community and helping out in times of need. We have a 
great group that is always willing to jump in and make a difference.

Tere Sizemore (205) 281-7916 or sizemore4@windstream.net 
Pam Ayres (205) 368-3228 pamscout@gmail.com

WORK PERMITS:
Under the current law, work permits are no longer required. 
If a 14 or 15 year old is working, he or she must provide an 
Eligibility to Work form to employers, which can be obtained 
from the Crossroads office. For more information, check Child 
Labor Law at www.labor.alabama.gov

DRIVERS PERMIT/LICENSE:
If you plan to take your student for a driver’s permit test, you 
need to take a current copy of a church school enrollment 
form (CSEF) to prove that he/she is enrolled in school. It has 
been reported by some who have recently taken their student 
for a driver’s license that a current CSEF is NOT required at 
that point. If you need a CSEF, you can come pick it up during 
regular office hours, or call and ask that we mail it to you.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Don’t forget to keep on collecting and turning in those Boxtops 
for Education. Clip those box tops off of General Mills products 
and bring them in to the school office or deposit them in the 
box at the faculty meetings. Each box top is worth 10 cents to 
our school, which adds up quickly when we all work together. 
Funds collected through this program are used for projects that 
benefit Crossroads students through the 8th grade. Look for the 
Boxtops box at the faculty meeting!

THE UPPER ROOM
“...they went up into the upper room where they were 
staying...they all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication...” ~ Acts 1:13-14
 
The Upper Room is an experience that will encourage students 
on their journey to be a follower of Jesus Christ! The goal is to 
equip students to move mightily to make a positive influence in 
the home school group, their families and their community. It is 
non-denominational, simple prayer with fellow believers.

The Upper Room is FREE! There is no sign up! All you have to do 
is come! All students in grades 7 and up are welcome! The next 
meeting is scheduled for Friday, December 6, 2013 at noon. We 
think it’s fitting that the Upper Room is meeting in an upper 
room! Lunch is provided.

Parents - if you would like to help with provision of food and/or 
serving, please let me know! Kathimillsaps@aol.com
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Co-op
NEWS

Calendar
*There are now two branches of co-op: Normal Friday co-op and Co-op Extension. There are different dates and fees for 
each so be sure you are looking at the correct information when planning your schedules.*

CO-OP REGISTRATION

Date: December 10, 2013
Time: 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Where: CRCS Gym

NEW REGISTRATION FORMAT:

We will hold a one time registration in the CRCS Gym from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm on Dec 10th. We will have tables set up 
around the gym.  Every class available  will have a table with class teacher/helper to answer questions and collect class 
fees. *You will sign up your student for each class with the appropriate teacher and pay that teacher directly the class fees. 
With this being said, plan monetarily to pay each teacher individually instead of writing one big check.*

Keep an eye on the website: www.crcsco-op.com for class schedules.

Tracey and I will also have a registration table at the door where you will fill out your registration papers and pay your 
registration fees. Registration fees go directly to the church to help with utilities. If your child is only taking Friday classes 
then your registration fee is $15 per family. If they are attending Tuesday and Friday classes then your registration fee is $30 
per family. Every family is required to pay the registration fees, even teachers, and MUST be paid that day. 

Please note that this is the ONE AND ONLY registration. All classes must be registered and paid for that day. If you find it 
impossible to make it that day, ask a friend or family member to come and register for you.

WINTER/SPRING SEMESTER DATES:

Normal Friday Co-op – January 10th – March 21st 
High School Extension – January 7th – April 15th 

January 7.........................Co-op Extension Begins
January 10................Regular Friday Co-op Begins
February 14.......................................NO CLASSES
March 21.................... Regular Friday Co-op Ends
March 25................NO CLASSES – SPRING BREAK

March 28................NO CLASSES – SPRING BREAK
April 15...............................Co-op Extension Ends

*And as always, we are looking for future teachers for all 
grades and ages for co-op. You do not have to be “qualified”; 
you just need to have a desire to use your gifts and talents 
to teach and assist other homeschool families in their 
homeschool calling. Even if you don’t have a class idea, but 
would be willing to lead a class let us know because we have 
several class ideas and plans that anyone could use! 

If you have any questions contact Tracey Douglas at traceydouglas91@yahoo.com or Jennifer Lavender at thelavenders@
windstream.net. NOTE: New cell phone number for Jennifer Lavender is 205-834-4528.



5

ACT
www.actstudent.org 

Register for this test through the website. 
Cost is $36.50 (no writing); $52.50 (ACT plus writing). 

 Test Registration Late
 Date Deadline Registration

 Feb 8 Jan 10 Jan 24
 Apr 12 Mar 7 Mar 21
 Jun 14 May 9 May 23

SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST (SAT)
www.collegeboard.org 

Register for this test through the website.
Cost is $51. 

 Test Registration Late
 Date Deadline Registration

 Jan 25 Dec 27 Jan 10
 Mar 8 Feb 7 Feb 21
 May 3 Apr 4 Apr 18
 Jun 7 May 9 May 23

East Central Patriots
HOME GAME SCHEDULE (2013 - 2014) 
Check out some homeschool hoops action this season with the East Central Patriots! Our 4 homeschool basketball teams will be 
playing 11 home games this season at our Moody gym here at Crossroads! 

Come join the fun as we kick off another action-packed season with 28 student athletes selected from our student body. Every 
home game event will follow this playing order of teams: (1) Junior Varsity Girls (JVG), (2) Junior Varsity Boys (JVB), (3) Varsity Girls 
(VG), (4) Varsity Boys (VB). Junior varsity games typically last about one hour, while varsity games typically last for 1.5 hours. 

Be a part of the excitement this season with the East Central Patriots! See you at the gym! 

East Central Patriots: Home Game Schedule (2013 - 2014) 

 # Opponent(s) Day Date Start Time Location Teams Playing / Comments 

 1 Ezekial Academy Fri 11/08 04:30 CPC Gym (Moody) JVG, JVB, VG, VB 
 2 The Rock Fri 11/15 06:00 CPC Gym (Moody) JVB, VB 
 3 Tuscaloosa Fri 11/22 05:30 CPC Gym (Moody) JVG, JVB, VG, VB 
 4 Evangel Christian Tue 12/03 04:30 CPC Gym (Moody) JVG, JVB, VG, VB 
 5 Hope Christian Thu 12/12 04:30 CPC Gym (Moody) JVG, JVB, VG, VB 
 6 North River Christian Mon 12/16 05:00 CPC Gym (Moody) JVB, VG, VB 
 7 Covenant Christian Thu 01/16 05:00 CPC Gym (Moody) JVB, VG, VB 
 8 Hope Academy Thu 01/23 05:00 CPC Gym (Moody) JVB, VG, VB 
 9 Success Unlimited Fri 01/24 06:00 CPC Gym (Moody) JVB, VB 
 10 Evangel Family Tue 02/04 04:30 CPC Gym (Moody)) JVG, JVB, VG, VB 
 11 Cullman Christian Thu 02/06 05:00 CPC Gym (Moody) JVB, VG, VB 

Legend: JVG = Junior Varsity Girls, JVB = Junior Varsity Boys, VG = Varsity Girls, VB = Varsity Boys

CPC Gym (Moody) Address: Community Presbyterian Church Gym, 825 Oak Blvd, Moody, AL 35004 

TRANSCRIPT REQUEST: If you need a copy of your transcript, please give the school office at least 2 weeks notice to get it prepared. 
Also, make sure all your grades are current, and all tuition is paid.
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CO-OP REGISTRATION
Registration for spring co-op classes will be Tuesday 
December 10, 1-3 pm, in the CPC gym.  For class 
information, check out the website www.crcsco-op.com.

Extended Co-op Classes end Friday December 6.  They will 
resume on Tuesday January 7. 

ELEMENTARY CHRISTMAS PARTY
Preschool through Grade 6
Tuesday December 17
Celebrations in Pell City
$5 each student (one parent free) 
Pizza and Play are the order of the day! 

If any pre-school family’s plan to attend the Elementary 
Christmas Party on December 17th and have NOT already 
signed up and paid for this event.  Please contact Rose 
Stephenson at (205) 283-7656 or mrsstephenson19@
yahoo.com.

TEENS CHRISTMAS PARTY
(students in grades 7-12)  
Thursday December 19, 6-9 pm
CPC Gym
$5 per person, plus bring a party food to share!

CHESS CLUB 
The Chess Club will begin meeting on Friday January 10, 
as a spring co-op class. Stephen Graveling will be leading 
this class. As an FYI, Stephen is a 17 YO homeschooler 
from Odenville who has been playing chess for 5 years, 
participating in tournaments this past year, and has a 
rating of 1801 (if you know what this means!). So watch 
for more details as part of the spring co-op signup! 

BIRMINGHAM CHILDREN’S THEATRE
Civic Center Complex, Birmingham

Wee Folks (preschool – 2nd grade)
Santa’s Adventure in the Merrywood MegaMall
December 5, 11AM

Special Event, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
December 12, 12 (noon)

Sign up and payment was due at the August Faculty 
Meeting.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING AT
“THE VILLAGE AT COOK SPRINGS”
Tuesday December 10th at 10:30AM

Decemb er



7

ART CLASS AT CRCS

Do you have a Jr. or Sr. High Student who would love to learn about art from a professional? Barrie Downs, art teacher at Briarwood 
Christian School, comes highly recommended with a long list of qualifications. As you look at the details of the class, you will see 
that this is a top quality learning opportunity. You could add to this during the week to use towards 1/2 credit in Art. After the 6 
weeks we will be able to continue if desired.

When: Beginning January 7th, each Tuesday night, 14, 21, 28, February 4, and 11.
Time: 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
Where: Community Presbyterian Church in Moody (Crossroads)
Cost: $15 Per Week/Per Student 
Who: Any student in 7th – 12th grade (There will be a cap of the number of students)

Call Jenny Bartz to sign up: 640-5580 or 577-0212 (There will be a cap of the number of students)

Details as follows (from Mrs Downs):
Week 1
Discuss the Elements of ART ...WHAT MAKES A GOOD ARTIST! 
Learn the properties of “the line” Experiment with all the ways 
artists use the line. We will work in our sketchbooks for each 
lesson. Line is the one of the most important elements of art. 
Learn the 6 types of line. We will do gesture drawings.

Week 2
We will learn about contour drawings. Using the students as 
models the kids have fun with this. Blind contour and positive/
negative drawings will also be mastered in the sketchbooks.
 
Week 3
Learning how master artists used perspective, we will learn 
about one point and two point perspective. The importance 
of objects diminishing in our pictures as we draw. LEARNING 
ABOUT FOREGROUND, MID GROUND AND BACKGROUND AND 
PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER! Learning art vocabulary as we go. 
Creating a layout for a future watercolor picture.
 
Week 4
Learn about watercolors and paint a picture, using different 
brush strokes. I will have examples and demonstrate technique. 
TAKING TIME TO DO IT AS TRANSPARENT AS POSSIBLE.

Week 5
Learn about the various properties of charcoal pencil. We will 
do a charcoal drawing with rich black and white contrasts. We 
will also learn about washes and values. Values are so important 
in art! Take time to try pen and ink .

Week 6
We will have fun exploring drawing techniques with all the 
different medias we have used...and do some drawings 
combining all of them. Mixed media is one of my favorites!

This would be an overview of 6 weeks of drawing. Drawing is the 
absolute basis for good art. If they wanted to go for another 6 
weeks, we would go deeper into these art methods and painting.

Alabama Art supply will give the students a student discount. 

Small Kit with ebony pencil, a couple of drawing pencils and a 
kneaded eraser ($2.42), 8 1/2 x11 sketchbook ($4.62), charcoal 
pencil ($.70), micron fine point pen ($2.00), Crayola watercolor 
pencils ($4.20)

Total will be around $15.33 for art supplies 
(per student lesson).



Aug 26 – Oct 18
First quarter (8 weeks)

Oct 21 – Jan 10
Second quarter (12 weeks)

Jan 13 – Mar 14
Third quarter (9 weeks)

Mar 17 – May 23
Fourth quarter (10 weeks)

PAPERWORK DUE DATES (All records due into school office June 15)

Staff and Personnel
Administration

Debbie Landry, administrator .................................................. office (205) 640-2174
Debbie@communitypca.net ................................................home (205) 699-0712

Registrar, and Business Manager:
Lori Booth .......................................................................................... (205) 213-1355 

crcsteens@hotmail.com 
Administrative Support Personnel:

Jenny Bartz ........................................................................................ (205) 640-2174
crcsoffice@gmail.com 

Pam Clinkscales ................................................................................. (205) 672-2364
pamclinkscales@msn.com 

Nancy Brown ..................................................................................... (205) 629-7912
baitfish@windstream.net 

Activities Director: Pam Ayres .................................................................. (205) 368-3228
pamscout@gmail.com 

Teen Coordinator: 
Tracey Douglas .................................................................................. (205) 613-1301

douglastracey91@yahoo.com 
Elementary Coordinator: Jennifer Lavender ............................................. (205) 834-4528

thelavenders@windstream.net 
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster/Yearbook Editor:

David Russell ...................................................................................... (205) 329-4930
nomoremondays@me.com 

Key Club:
Tere Sizemore .................................................................................... (205) 281-7916

sizemore4@windstream.net 
Pam Ayres .......................................................................................... (205) 368-3228

pamscout@gmail.com 
Builders Club: Connie Jones ...................................................................... (205) 531-4992

constancecoco@gmail.com 
Crossroads Co-op:

Tracey Douglas .................................................................................. (205) 613-1301
douglastracey91@yahoo.com 

Jennifer Lavender............................................................................... (205) 834-4528 
thelavenders@windstream.net 

Crossroads Board Members: 
Eric & Jenny Bartz .............................................................................. (205) 640-5580

alabartz@windstream.net (ebartz@bcsk12.org)
Dennis & Heidi Cotton........................................................................ (205) 594-7129

cottonfam@windstream.net
Steven & Carla King ........................................................................... (205) 625-6123

csking@otelco.net
Ron Landry ......................................................................................... (205) 699-0712

rlandry@windstream.net 
Phil & Debbie Rich  ............................................................................ (205) 681-4101

ikthos@mac.com

Tutors
Wendy Riley, Math Tutor
rileywendy2156@yahoo.com 

Donna Johnson, Math Tutor
(205) 807-0610 
keithanddonna@windstream.net 

Will and Heather Potter, 
Birmingham Academy of Martial Arts 
(205) 909-3720
www.BhamMartialArts.com 
 
Mrs. Brenda Bart, Violin or piano lessons
(205) 699-5822
Brenda-bart@juno.com 
 
Kevin Moore, Director Birmingham Homeschool Band
www.BirminghamHomeschoolBand.com
(205) 281-7753 – Cell 
kevinmoore@smic.org
 
India Dyer, Art Lessons 
(205) 699-4653
museycat1@aol.com 
 
Jennifer Rainey, 
Online Writing Class: creative writing classes 
and ACT/SAT essay preparation. 
www.AlabamaWritingTutor.com
(205) 335-2480
AlabamaWritingTutor@gmail.com

Cathy Honeycutt,
Heritage Books, a consignment store
(205) 910-3015
rodcathy@wildblue.net
 
Blake Johnson, Math Tutoring
Cell number 205-807-6437
blakejohnson125@yahoo.com
Pinson, Center Point, Clay, and Trussville areas

Julia Dean, Dyslexia Tutoring
(205) 467-3383
jujudean@windstream.net 

Janet Norris, Math and writing tutor (high school & college 
level). Daytime availability Monday-Friday.
210-882-7624 or pursell.janet@gmail.com. 

Shannon Monroe, Instrumental Music
(205) 856-3340 or (205) 601-2198
shannonmonroe3@gmail.com


