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FROM YOUR ADMINISTRATOR
To test, or not to test, that is the question?  
Or at least one of the questions you may be asking???

Crossroads Christian School does not require that your homeschooled students
be tested. However, we do provide the opportunity if you desire it. We are able
to obtain the Stanford 10 at a very reasonable price. In grades 2, 5, & 8, the
OLSAT is given with the 
Stanford.  The Otis-Lennon School Ability Test is an additional 40 or 50 minute
subtest that gives you some measure of how your student's achievement
compares to his/her abilities. The tests will be computer-scored, and you will
receive a copy of the results. 
 
The following remarks are my opinion, so as you read, take it for what it is,
certainly not the gospel!  If there is no reason for your child NOT to test, if he
has no particular learning disability, or your family doesn’t have any major
schedule conflicts, and you can afford to pay for the tests, then you should try
to get your child accustomed to testing.  
 
Test scores are used in many different ways.   Personally, you can use them to
have an objective measurement of your child’s educational progress.  It is a
useful tool as you consider your total educational program for your students. 
But it is simply one tool among many; you should not put all your eggs in the
testing basket as you evaluate your homeschooling.  If you’ve never tested
your student, and you choose to do so, realize you need to make sure the



anxiety level is reduced, both in you and in your student!  
 
Also, as your students get older and face high school and college, test scores
are used as entrance requirements:  for college, for scholarships, for screening
for eligibility for college and high school classes, for honor societies, etc.  As
homeschoolers, we do not have to model our schooling after the public or
private system.  However, we do not know what the Lord has in mind for our
children as they move into adulthood.  Our family’s goal was to prepare our
children with as broad of an education as possible, for whatever the Lord had in
mind for them.  Of our three children, only the youngest is doing something that
we might have predicted from his high school experience.  
 
Right now, students qualify for college scholarships primarily through their ACT
or SAT scores along with their GPA.  Even if your student chooses not to attend
college, an ACT/SAT, or a Stanford score, along with a diploma, gives an
objective measurement of your student’s achievement.  For employers,
colleges, military, or anyone considering your student at some future date, a
test score gives a comparison of how your student ranks next to other students
who have taken the same test.  That’s all it does; it helps someone be able to
compare apples to apples.  If two students take the same test, then their scores
give some idea of how those two students may compare academically.  Once
again, a test is a tool!  
 
What if your student does not do well taking tests?  A lot of students do have
test anxiety.  But, you need to know this about your student before she gets to
high school age.  Otherwise, she has a low test score, and you’re questioning
everything you’ve ever done.  If she experiences test anxiety, it’s better to know
that earlier rather than later, so you can work through that issue.   
 
The ACT and SAT are college entrance tests:  the American College Testing
program and the Scholastic Aptitude Test.   These tests are taken by students
in high school, perhaps starting as early as 10th grade.  
 
The Stanford achievement test is a graded achievement test, given from first
grade through 11-12th grades.  The Stanford 10 was given to a large group of
students back in 2002, when it was normed.  That group of students is the
group against which your student will be rated.  That large group of students is
considered a representative group of 8thgraders, or 2nd graders, or whatever.  
Please realize that from one year to the next, it is NOT the same group of
students.  The test was normed in one year, and different groups of students
took the test at the different grade levels.  So if you give the test each year, and



want to compare your student’s individual progress, the scaled score is the
score you use to find out that piece of information.  

The California Achievement Test and the Iowa Test of Basic Skills are also
graded achievement tests, like the Stanford.  
 
Crossroads hosts the Northeast Alabama Sigma Zeta chapter of the Eta Sigma
Alpha National Home School Honor Society.   This group uses test scores as
part of their entrance requirements:  the ACT, SAT, PSAT, and achievement test
scores.  So, if your 8th grader is interested in membership in this group, it would
be good to take the Stanford test to see how they rate in terms of the
requirements for this group.  

And some of the local co-operatives may require test scores as prerequisites
for some of their courses.  If you are interested in this possibility for your
students next fall, please consider having your student take the Stanford test
this April, as there is a possibility that an achievement test score may be used
in determining the level of preparation of students for these high school level
courses.  Also, Duke University uses achievement test scores in their Talent
Identification Program (TIP).  They identify high scholastic achievers and allow
them to take the ACT at an early age.  

If you have any questions about testing, or about what I’ve written, please
contact me and we can talk directly!

STANFORD ACHIEVEMENT TESTING 
Tuesday through Friday, April 28 – May 1, 2015
Community Presbyterian Church Educational Building, Moody 
Grades 1, 4, 5, 6          Tues-Fri 8 am to 10 am 
Grades 2, 3, 7, 8          Tues-Fri 10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Grades 9-12                 Tues- Wed 1 pm to 4 pm 

Cost is $25.00 for all grades, except grades 2, 5, & 8.  
Cost for grades 2, 5 & 8 is $33.00.  

Crossroads does not require that you have your student tested with any

Click Here to see all February events on one page!

http://www.crossroadschristian.us/calendar/


standardized test. But, for families who are interested in doing this, we provide
the Stanford achievement test as an option. Testing this year will be Tuesday
through Friday, April 28 through May 1, in the school building at CPC in
Moody.  In order to get reasonable rates, we order our tests as a group from a
test provider. Each family is responsible for paying for their tests, but there is
no separate charge for administration of the test. The cost for most grade
levels is $27. However, our test provider requires that the OLSAT (Otis-Lennon
School Ability Test) be given at grades 2, 5, and 8, the cost for those grades is
$35. This money is due into the school office by Friday, March 6. You must
bring your students to Moody for test administration, since the publishers of the
Stanford test do not allow parents to administer it. We do allow homeschoolers
from other groups to test with us; however, for non-Crossroads students, we do
charge for the test and its administration. Any questions, contact the
Crossroads office. 

OTHER OPTIONS FOR ACHIEVEMENT TESTING 

If you want to test your students but prefer to do it at home or at a different
time, you do have some other choices. Here are some websites with some
brief information about tests provided. 

www.thurbers.net
California Achievement Test can be given by parents, at home; no educational
requirements for tester. 

www.familylearning.org
California Achievement Test can be given by parents at home; no educational
requirements for tester. 

www.bjupress.com
Stanford and Iowa Tests; educational requirements for tester. 

www.setontesting.com
California (no educational requirements for tester) and Iowa (educational
requirements for tester)

The Little Prince
A comedy/drama by Rick Cummins and John Scoullar 

http://www.thurbers.net/
http://www.familylearning.org/
http://www.bjupress.com/
http://www.setontesting.com/


Adapted from the book by Antoine de Saint Exupery
Directed by Lucy Lunsford 
Thursday and Friday, March 12-13, 7 pm 
CPC sanctuary 
$5 per ticket (all seats reserved)
Please contact the school office by phone or by e-mail to reserve your seats. 

The Little Prince may have returned to his own tiny planet to tend his Rose and to
look after his Sheep, but for a short enchanted time he returns to us and comes alive
on stage.  This play tells the story of a world-weary and disenchanted Aviator whose
sputtering plane strands him in the Sahara Desert, and a mysterious, regal “little
man” who appears and asks him to “Please, sir, draw me a sheep.”  During their two
weeks together in the desert, the Little Prince tells the Aviator about his adventures
through the galaxy, how he met the Lamplighter and the Businessman and the
Geographer, and about his strained relationship with a very special flower on his own
tiny planet.  The Little Prince talks to everyone he meets:  a garden of roses, the
Snake, and a Fox who wishes to be tamed.  From each he gains a unique insight
which he shares with the Aviator.  “It is only with the heart that one can see rightly.” 
“What is essential is invisible to the eye.”  Both the “little man” and the Aviator must
go home; each with a new understanding of how to laugh, cry, and love again. 
Crossroads students make up the cast and crew:  Sonali Albus, Kayla Allison, Skye
Bartz, Jackson Cooper, Cassie Cunningham, Joshua Dodgen, Sarah Dodgen,
Katherine Ennis, Corin Hill, Silas Hill, Sara Hively, Amy Claire Howard,  Grace
Killingsworth, Lana Lowery, Logan Lowery, Bea Riley, Stacy Ross, Ashley Sizemore,
and Nate Streufert. 

The$Argonuts:$$Jason$and$the$Quest$for$the$Golden$Fleece
A"comedy"of"tragic"propor0ons"
Directed"by"Wendy"Riley"
February"26<28,"7"pm
March"1,"2"pm
ACTA"Theatre"in"Trussville
225"Parkway"Drive"
$5"per"0cket""

Join"Crossroads"students"as"they"tell"you"a"crea0ve,"innova0ve,"and"truly"hilarious
version"of"the"ancient"Greek"myth"of"Jason"and"his"heroic"quest"for"the"Golden"Fleece."
All"seats"reserved"sea0ng.""Please"contact"the"school"office"by"phone"or"by"e<mail"to
reserve"your"seats.""Cast"and"crew"members"include""Elise"Bartz,"Noah"Burleson,
Tanner"Burleson,"Hope"Collins,"David"Dodgen,"Hanna"Fowler,""Hayden"Gilbertson,



Madelyn"Gilbertson,"Meghan"Godsey,"Samuel"Howard,"Josh"Killingsworth,"Dillon
Morris,"Mason"Reid,"Bailey"Riley,"Gracie"Riley,"Lauren"Sizemore,"Odessa"Streufert,"and
Ashlea"Womack."

YEARBOOK SQUAD is calling for
YOUR PHOTOS!
Exciting things are happening with the Crossroads yearbook for 2014-15. The
Yearbook Squad will be producing the Yearbook using some pretty cool
professional printing software!  They are ready to start producing but they need
your pictures!  We are calling for pictures from the following events:

Masquerade Ball in October
Peter Rabbit play in October
Robotics club work and GameDay pictures from November
Christmas parties in December  

We are using a new, very easy site to enable you to upload multiple photos at a
time. We ask that you pick and choose the photos you submit. Send your best



few of the event.  

Submitting your photos is easy! Here’s how to upload them. Go to:
www.hjeshare.com
School Code: CROSSROADS2015

Step 1: Fill in your personal contact information in the form and select “Browse
for Images”. You may upload up to 10 images at a time.

Step 2: Once you’ve selected your images and uploaded them, you must click
on each thumbnail (small image) and provide the grade and names of the
students in the photo and provide us with a brief description of the club, activity,
etc. Please be sure to provide a description so we aren’t guessing who and
what the photo is all about. 

Step 3: Select “Submit Image Information”. It’s just that easy.
 
FOR QUESTIONS OR TROUBLESHOOTING, PLEASE CONTACT JENNIFER
MYERS AT 205.451.9322 or jenvan@windstream.net.

Spring Formal
 
An Elegant Country Evening
Saturday, May 2, 2015 

http://www.hjeshare.com/
mailto:jenvan@windstream.net


6pm-10pm
Ephesians Farm, Oneonta Alabama (The Shaw's Farm)
Sit down Dinner at 6:30
Senior Lead Out at 8:00
 

$35.00 for Students and their guests
$20.00 for Adults who wish to have dinner
Reservations should be made by April 15.
RSVP is REQUIRED
There will be NO admittance at the door without a Reservation
It is still free for parents who want to come in for lead out.
If you have an under-aged sibling who will be attending WITH A
PARENT, please understand that they are NOT allowed to wear
"formals" or participate in the dance.

 
Seniors: Please turn in your Senior Lead Out sheets ASAP!
 

ARMED SERVICES VOCATIONAL
APTITUDE BATTERY 
Wednesday, April 8, 9 am to 12 noon
Sign up will be at the March faculty meetings.  
No charge for this test.  
For more information, check out the website: http://official-asvab.com

The ASVAB is a multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed abilities and
helps predict future academic and occupational success in the military. It is
administered annually to more than one million military applicants, high school, and
post-secondary students.  It will be given free at Crossroads, to high school students
in grades 10-12, or to any graduates who would like to take the test. 

CO-OP NEWS:
 
Reminder: Co-op cancelled Friday, Feb. 13th due to the
Valentine box competition!
 
Last day of Spring semester HAS BEEN EXTENDED to March
20th, so we will have a total of 10 weeks. 
 
Its never too early to start thinking on class ideas for the Fall
semester! If anyone has class ideas, needs class ideas, or, is
interested in teaching a class but would like to know more about

http://official-asvab.com/


the Friday co-op program, please contact me anytime! 
  
If you have questions contact me at 
205-306-6177 or barbie.whitefield@gmail.com 
 
See everyone on Friday!
 
Thanks,
Barbie Whitefield

Extended Co-op News
Let me begin by saying thank you for allowing me the opportunity to help in students
education.  I enjoy teaching, and watching as students grow and learn.  The look on
their faces when they "get" something that has been hard for them is nothing short of
wonderful.  As extended co-op continues to grow, more teachers are needed.  The
current staff is wonderful but we can teach so much.  I have a list of possible classes
that would be great additions.

Language 7-12
Ancient History for Middle School
Biology
Government/Economics
Pre-Algebra
Algebra 2
Alabama History / Geography

I am sure more options are possible those are just my first thoughts. If you think you
would like to teach please contact me by phone, text or email. I am looking forward
to next year and the amazing extended co-op we are going to have.

Thank you
Tracey Douglas
205-613-1301
delinndouglas@gmail.com

February Preschool Activity
Thursday, February 5th from 12-1pm

tel:205-306-6177
mailto:barbie.whitefield@gmail.com
mailto:delinndouglas@gmail.com?subject=CRCS%20Newsletter%20February%20-%20Extended%20Co-Op%20News
mailto:delinndouglas@gmail.com?subject=CRCS%20Newsletter%20-%20February%20-%20Extended%20Co-Op%20News


Leeds Library  "Lunch and Learn" program.

Frank Little will be speaking to the children about
Bees and Bee keeping.
The Library will be providing drinks and desserts.
Bring a sack lunch and enjoy it during the event.

This is a free event.
Please contact Rose Stephenson for any additional information by phone
at (205) 283-7656 or via email at mrsstephenson19@yahoo.com

ALABAMA BALLET presents
Cinderella
Thursday, February 19, 10 am
Samford University, Wright Center 
www.alabamaballet.org/performances

When checking in, please give Crossroads Christian School as the name of your
school.  Your reservation is under the school name. 

Wee Folks Series (preK-1st grade) 

The Queen of Hearts and the Terrible Tarts, April 16, 11 am

Mainstage Series (grades 2-8)
Play to Win, February 19, 10 am
Robin Hood, April 9, 10 am 

mailto:mrsstephenson19@yahoo.com?subject=CRCS%20Newsletter%20-%20January%20Preschool%20Activity%20Article
mailto:mrsstephenson19@yahoo.com
http://www.alabamaballet.org/performances


Annual Valentine Box Competition
Friday, February 13, 11am-1pm - CRCS Gym

Valentine Box Entry drop off from 10:30-11am
Judging begins at 11am (categories for Preschool-12th grade)



(prizes/certificates awarded)
Lunch at 11:45 am (Bring a Dish to share)

Friday co-op classes cancelled for this event!

There will be certificates and prizes awarded in each age/grade category from
preschool to 12th grade. This is a potluck lunch, so bring lots of food! School
provides plates, cups, napkins, and utensils. This is a free event for all grade
levels including preschool and high school. Come join us even if you don’t have
a student participating in the competition.

Guidelines for students preparing the project:

The child must do most of the work. (We realize parents will be helping,
but remember they are being judged against fellow students.)
There must be an opening somewhere for students to put in valentine
cards.
You must have your child’s name and grade on the box. All the boxes will
be judged according to grade divisions.
There will be first, second, and third place awards given in each division.

http://www.teenpact.com/alabama


TEENPACT in ALABAMA
Four Day (ages 13-19): 
March 16-19 or March 23-26
Political Communication Workshop (ages 13-19): March 20 or 27
One Day Class (ages 8-12): March 20 or 27
www.teenpact.com/alabama
 
Students and parents can register and learn more about the class and
accommodations at the website.
 
Early Bird discounts are available through January 15th (Alabama I) and
January 22nd (Alabama II).  These automatically deduct $15 from the Four Day
and $5 from the One Day.  Other discounts are available
at teenpact.com/classfees, including a group discount for the Four Day that
your students may be interested in.

Key Club 2015! 
Key Club is a teen lead volunteer organization that is ready and
willing to help with needs in the community. For more information
call Tere Sizemore at 281-7916.  

Key"Club"meets"2nd,"3rd,"&"4th"Fridays,"12:30"pm.""(Yearbook"staff
members"are"excused"from"Key"Club"mee0ngs"on"3rd"Friday.)""

http://www.teenpact.com/alabama
mailto:sizemore4@windstream.net?subject=CRCS%20Newsletter%20-%20Key%20Club%202015%20Article
mailto:sizemore4@windstream.net?subject=CRCS%20Newsletter%20-%20Key%20Club%202015%20Article


Builders"Club"meets"on"4th"Friday,"12:30"pm."

ACT
www.actstudent.org
Register for this test through the website
Cost is $38 (no writing); $54.50 (ACT plus writing)

SAT
SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST
www.collegeboard.org
Register for this test through the website.
Cost is $52.50  

Deadlines and Test Dates

Deadlines and Test Dates

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.crossroadschristian.us/actsat/
http://www.crossroadschristian.us/actsat/


St. Clair Historical Society
4th grade History Fair 
February 18-20, 2015 
To promote student interest and awareness of Alabama history 

Contact the school office for a packet of materials that give more information about
the History Fair.  Crossroads Christian School student projects will be judged on
February 18, at Moody Middle School.  School projects will be judged for 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place.  The 1st place project from each school will be submitted for county
competition and will be judged for county 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards. 

http://www.crossroadschristian.us/echos


STATE%HOMESCHOOL%SPELLING%BEE
Saturday"February"7,"2"pm
Community"Presbyterian"Church"sanctuary
Laura Ann Brown Tipps

Come"see"the"top"12"homeschool"spellers"from"all"over"the"state"of"Alabama"compete
to"determine"who"will"advance"to"the"state"spelling"bee"in"March!""Crossroads"has
been"hos0ng"the"state"homeschool"bee"for"the"past"few"years,"mainly"because"former
CRCS"alums"have"been"involved"in"its"leadership.""There’s"plenty"of"room"for"audience
members.""Hope"to"see"some"of"you"in"Moody"on"Saturday,"February"7!

mailto:latipps@gmail.com?subject=CRCS%20December%20Newsletter%20-%20Alabama%20Homeschool%20Spelling%20Bee
mailto:latipps@gmail.com?subject=CRCS%20December%20Newsletter%20-%20Homeschool%20Spelling%20Bee


Sock Hop Dance
Friday, February 20, 7-10 pm  
Heritage Baptist Church in Pell City 

For students in grades 9-12 (who were 14 years old by October 1, 2014)
$5 per student (if you are a current ballroom dance class member) 
$10 per student (if you are NOT a current ballroom dance class member)
Parents FREE!  



This is an opportunity for students to revisit the 50s and 60s sock-hop era. 
Bring out those poodle skirts, bobby socks and tennis shoes, blue jeans and
white t-shirts, etc.  A sock hop was an informal sponsored dance event for
teenagers in the 50s and 60s, featuring popular music, and most commonly
held in high school gyms.  In order to protect the varnished gym floors, dancers
were required to remove their hard-soled shoes.  With the rising popularity of
tennis shoes and sneakers, the practice of removing shoes was dropped.  Now
the term “sock hop” may refer to any informal dance.   

HUNTSVILLE SPACE AND ROCKET CENTER
Monday, March 16, 2015 – 10 am to 4 pm  

$27 per person, for all Crossroads students (includes lunch, movie, lab,
and a guide for the entire day with a live presentation)
This field trip is FULL!   (limited to 70 students)
If you signed up at the January faculty meeting and have not yet PAID for
the trip, get your money to Tracey Douglas or Pam Ayres by Friday
February 13.  We have a waiting list and will take names of unpaid
families off and give those spaces to those on the waiting list at that
time. 

For more information and directions, please visit the web site
at www.rocketcenter.com
 

http://www.rocketcenter.com/


Any questions, contact Tracey Douglas at (205) 613-1301 or
delinndouglas@gmail.com  

GRADUATION
Tuesday, May 26, 7 pm
First Baptist Church of Trussville

WORK PERMITS
Under the current state law, work permits are no longer required for your
teenager.  If a 14YO or 15YO is working, he or she must provide an Eligibility
to Work form to employers, which can be obtained from the Crossroads office. 
For more information, check the Child Labor Law at www.labor.alabama.gov.
Students 16 years or older do not need anything from the school. 
 

DRIVERS PERMIT and
DRIVERS LICENSE 
If your student plans to take the driver’s permit test, you need to take a current
copy of a church school enrollment form (CSEF) to prove that he or she is
enrolled in school.  I’m not sure if you need it for the driver’s license; I’ve heard
that they do not require that now.  If you need a CSEF for any reason, you can
pick it up during regular office hours, at the faculty meetings, or call and
request that we mail it to you. 
 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Don’t forget to keep on collecting and turning in those Boxtops for Education.  
Clip those box tops off General Mills products and bring them into the school
office, or deposit them in the box at faculty meetings.  Each box top is worth 10
cents to our school, which adds up quickly when we all work together.  Funds
collected through this program are used for projects that benefit Crossroads
students up through the 8th grade. Last year we redeemed $337 from our
Boxtops!  

NOTE: Please$check$the$dates$on$the$Boxtops,$and$NOT$turn$in$any$that$have

mailto:delinndouglas@gmail.com?subject=CRCS%20Newsletter%20-%20February%20-%20Space%20and%20Rocket%20Center
mailto:delinndouglas@gmail.com?subject=CRCS%20Newsletter%20-%20February%20-%20Space%20and%20Rocket%20Center
http://%20www.labor.alabama.gov


expired.$Thank you! 
 

Click here for a list of tutors. Click here to contact our staff.
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