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NEW EMAIL ADDRESS!
Lori Booth has a new e-mail address!

PAYCRCS@GMAIL.COM

Please make the change in your contacts list. This one is linked to our new
QuickBooks accounting system, so she will receive all the e-mail notifications from
that. You can also address all registrar questions to this e-mail address.  
 
Lori Booth

FROM YOUR ADMINISTRATOR
Jacki Riley wrote these remarks last year, so I’m sharing again this year because it is
good to hear! Thanks for taking the time to read!
 
May I take a moment to encourage all CRCS families to consider attending this
year's CHEF Convention? Our very own Debbie Landry serves on the board
alongside the President of the Board, her husband, Ron! I know many of you have
wondered why you should attend. 
 
Here are my Top Ten Reasons to go: 

1. To meet like minded parents and families. 
2. To receive affirmation and encouragement to sustain the calling in your life. 
3. To hear speakers on a variety of subjects pertaining to homeschooling. 
4. To interact with speakers of certain specialties that may have experience you

could benefit from in order for you to be the best you can be to your
child/children. 

5. To receive spiritual nourishment in order to give it another year! 
6. To meet with vendors. 
7. To look through curriculum. 
8. To spend a couple of days focused on one of the most important duties God

has called you to do! 
9. To show the Landrys just how much we appreciate their hard work! 

10. To acknowledge the role CHEF plays in communicating with HSLDA regarding
national and state legislative issues. 

June 30-July 1 at Oak Mountain Presbyterian Church on Highway 119 (between
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Highway 280 and I-65).  The convention is on a Friday and Saturday in hopes that
more fathers can attend! 

Go to www.chefofalabama.org to register! 
 
Let's be the homeschool group that is best represented at this year's convention!

USED BOOK SALE
Saturday June 3, 9 am to 1pm
Set up on Friday June 2, 2-4 pm AND
Saturday June 4, 8-9 am
CPC Gym in Moody 

Mark your calendar for Crossroads’ first used book and
curriculum sale of the summer! 

Anyone can come and BUY in June, but only Crossroads families will be allowed to
SELL. The second sale will be August 5, and we do allow non-Crossroads families to
sell their books and curriculum.

http://www.chefofalabama.org/


Bring cash and coin with you when you come to buy. You may be able to write
checks for bigger items, but it’s much easier to have cash for the smaller items. For
those of you who are new to our used book sales, here is an explanation of how to
get ready for it!

Remember to bring cash and change with you when you come to the used book
sale. You may be able to write checks for bigger items, but it’s always much easier to
have cash for smaller items. 

For those of you who are new to our used book sales, here is an explanation of how
to get ready for it! 

How the Sale Works 
The gym is divided into sections. Elementary materials (preschool through grade 6)
are grouped by grade. Secondary materials (grades 7-12) are grouped by subject.
Areas are set aside for reading books, teacher resource materials, multi-level,
games, and miscellaneous. There’s also a section devoted to “free” materials
(anything you’re willing to give away). 

If you’re selling items, please mark all your materials carefully. If something is free,
write “free” on it, or on a label stuck to it. Otherwise, attach an envelope to each item,
with your name, the item’s name, recommended grade level (if known), and the
price. If you have more than one item in a set, band the materials together, and write
how many pieces are in the set on your envelope. The purchaser will place the
purchase amount in these envelopes. 

When sellers bring the books to set up, register with the cashier who will label a large
manila envelope with your name and phone number. This envelope will be used to
collect individual envelopes which contain payment for the materials being sold. If
you have time, you might consider making a master list of your books and curricula,
for your use when you pick up your money and unsold materials on Saturday. 

Schedule for Set Up and Sale 
Set up will be on Friday afternoon June 2 from 2-4 pm, and Saturday June 3 from 8-9
am. The sale will begin at 9 am Saturday morning and close promptly at 1 pm. Plan
to return at 1 pm on Saturday to pick up your money and any unsold materials, or
have a friend do it for you. It is very important that you comply with this requirement!
Crossroads is not responsible for any materials left in the gym. 

Volunteers Needed 
This sale is run by volunteers. Everyone who plans to sell materials must volunteer to
help with either set up on Friday, or take down on Saturday afternoon, or cashiering



during the sale. No books can be put out on Friday until tables and signs are in
place. On Saturday we must give sellers time to collect all their materials. So take
down generally begins at 1:15 or 1:30. We use 3-4 cashiers during two 2-hour shifts:
9 to 11 am, and 11 am to 1 pm. On Friday at 2 pm, tables have to be moved from
other buildings to the gym. Then those tables have to be taken back on Saturday
afternoon. Signs have to be put on walls on Friday and taken down on Saturday.
You’re welcome to bring your children to help with these tasks. Contact the
Crossroads office if you plan to sell books, and let us know how you plan to help.

HOMESCHOOLING 101 
Saturday, June 3, 10 am (during Used Book Sale)
Thursday, July 20, 7 pm
Saturday August 5, 10 am (during Used Book Sale) 
Community Presbyterian Church Back Building

For those families who are thinking about beginning to homeschool this next school
year, we’ve scheduled three seminars from which to choose. Each of these seminars
lasts about 1- 1/2 hours, and cover Alabama state law, how church schools fit in,
some of the specifics about Crossroads Christian School, curricula choices, and a
little bit on recordkeeping. There is no cost for these seminars; attending one does
not obligate you to homeschool, or to enroll with Crossroads. Please share this
information with anyone you know, friends or family.

Also, at the CHEF convention in Birmingham June 30-July 1, there will be workshops
on all things related to homeschooling, including Getting Started, so share that info
with your friends and family too! 

To reserve your space at this free seminar, contact the school office at (205) 640-
2174 or crcsoffice@gmail.com

HOW TO HOMESCHOOL THROUGH
HIGH SCHOOL 
Thursday June 22, 10AM
CPC Back Building 

If you have students going into 8th grade and above, you may want to join us for this
free seminar. We cover some of the different options homeschooling parents have in
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planning their students’ high school course work, how to determine credits if you’re
designing your own courses, Alabama state diploma requirements, and more. We
will repeat this seminar in August (date TBA), if you’re unable to attend at this time.
Contact the school office to let us know you plan to attend.

Alabama state diploma requirements have changed in the past few years, not that
you have to meet those requirements. But we like for you to be aware of these
requirements, in case your student may be thinking about re-entering public high
school. Also, there are a lot of vocational courses available as dual enrollment
courses at local community colleges, which our students can take if interested.  

Online Registration is now OPEN!
There are three options for registering for next school year. 

Returning Family: If you are already enrolled with Crossroads, then you want
to register as a Returning Family. 
New Family: If you are not currently enrolled with Crossroads, then you are a
New Family. Even if you were formerly Crossroads members, you will still be
considered “new.” After we receive your registration, we will contact you for an
interview, to complete the enrollment process; i.e., completing records request
and church school enrollment forms. 
Preschool Family: If your oldest child is 6 or under, and has never been
enrolled in a school anywhere, then you can register as a Preschool Family.
You will still have to “opt out” with your 6 year old, but you don’t have to
officially register as New Family until your child is 7.

Violin and French Lessons
Crossroads and recent Samford graduate Whitney Garrison is offering violin and
French lessons.  She is looking to expand her teaching studio. Violin lessons can be
offered in Moody, Trussville, Vestavia, and Cahaba Heights. French teaching
locations are flexible.
 
For more information, contact Whitney Garrison via email at wgarriso@samford.edu
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CRCS Band!
Are you looking for a new way to include more music in your school curriculum next
year?!  Look no further!  I have a solution for you that won't break your budget!

Here at Crossroads we have a BAND! Yes, we have a band including woodwind,
brass, and percussion instruments! I'm looking for new students to add to our
growing band family! Starting again in September, I will be offering band and music
classes for all ages!

kindermusik--for the preschool and kindergarten age musicians
recorders--for grades 1-3
beginning band-- for grades 4 and up!
Crossroads Band-- for any student with a band instrument and at least 1 year
prior experience with any ensemble!

Lessons start at $40 a month for single students, $60 a month for families with 2 kids
or more!

Please contact me for more information and jump on our band wagon!
Shannon Monroe!
205-601-2198
Shannonmonroe3@gmail.com

CROSSROADS ACTIVITIES
Congratulations! Another successful year. The activities team is gearing up for some
fun, exciting and educational field trips for the 2017-2018 school year. Be prepared
for the faculty meeting on August 12 by reading your August Newsletter.  Many of the
year’s activities will be listed with all the details you will need to plan the first part of
your year. We will have our regular offerings like the Birmingham Children’s Theater
and the Alabama Symphony Orchestra as well as other field trips.

We are looking forward to another great year!
Jenny Bartz and the Activities team

Key Club
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Key Club is a high school teen led service organization that is waiting for you!  If you
are passionate about serving in your community and have a true servant's heart
come see us at the first faculty meeting in August.  You can email Tere Sizemore
at sizemore4@windstream.net for more information, talk to a standing member that
you know or go to KeyClub.org to browse around.  

Friday co-op for the upcoming Fall semester:
If you are interested in doing a class this fall, please let me know early
if possible. We do not want to wait till the last minute to begin
organizing the fall schedule. Please contact me if you are new to co-op
this year and would like to offer a class!

Updated information on the Tuesday co-op classes this fall! 

We have been working hard to get the details together for extension classes to be
held on Tuesdays this fall semester. The decision was made that we start small and
not add too much since this is new to everyone involved. 

IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING PARTICIPATION IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING,
PLEASE LET US KNOW ASAP SO WE CAN GET AN IDEA OF THE LEVEL OF
INTEREST. 

We will offer a high school chemistry class taught by Barbie Whitefield and Shari
Allison. This class will be on Tuesdays and labs will be offered as a Friday co-op
class. The curriculum we will use is "Friendly Chemistry". if you choose to use a
different curriculum, you are still welcome to join the class. We will be covering the
most difficult concepts on the subject, and all those concepts are likely included in
any curriculum. The labs will happen during Friday co-op. You will not be required to
do class and lab. You may choose to sign up for the lab class only or the Tuesday
lecture classes only. 

We will also offer a high school math help/tutor period for help with 7-12th grade
maths. (pre-algebra "up").This will be led by Lindsey Dixon and Brooke Streufert.
You will need to bring the math curriculum you are using at home and they will be
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available, (along with other parents with math 'strengths" who wish to help out) to
assist your child 1 on 1, and/or in a small group setting. 

The cost and times of both of these classes will be posted soon! We are still working
out the details. There is "potential" interest in adding a writing class as well. 
Remember, this is not the typical co-op arrangement of other groups in the area.
These classes are for parents who still wish to do the majority of the work at home.
There will be no grading by the teachers, and the parents are responsible for the
child's full credit. 

Keep a watch on the facebook page for finalized plans on the extension. Contact me
with any questions! 

Thanks!
Barbie Whitefield
CRCS Co-op admin. 
205-306-6177 (text/call- no voicemail please! " )
barbie.whitefield@gmail.com

For more information about co-op (calendar, schedule, teachers, about... etc.) please
visit the website at www.cccfriday.org. Or visit us on Facebook “CRCS co-op”. 

Grecian Odyssey tour leaving May of 2018! There is still time to sign up for this
wonderful trip.  We will be traveling with EF tours which provides an  opportunity to
 experience new cultures- surrounded by the people, the language, the food and the
way of life. If you have any questions feel free to email me Donna Nielsen
at dnielsen5208@charter.net.
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Homeschool Convention and Curriculum Fair 
Friday and Saturday, June 30-July 1, 2017 
Oak Mountain Presbyterian Church (on Highway 119 between Hwy 280 and I-65) 
Speakers: Heidi St. John and Todd Wilson 
Registration open at www.chefofalabama.org
 
In these past two newsletters I’ve given out information about the speakers and
workshop leaders. This month I want to focus on the vendors who are exhibiting in
the curriculum hall. If you want to actually lay your hands and eyes on books, this is
the place to be! 

ABeka, Bob Jones, Alpha Omega, Rod and Staff, Teaching Textbooks, Institute for
Excellence in Writing (IEW), and Classical Conversations will have representatives
there. 
 
For materials that you may or may not have heard about, come and see:  Allon
Books, Usborne Books, Picture Smart Bible, Cat and Dog Theology, Fitivities, The
Etiquette Factory, The Love of Learning, and Christian Theatre Publications. 
 
Local opportunities for homeschoolers include Snider Therapy Centers, Creative
Scholars, WMU, Precision Chiropractic, Civil Air Patrol, and DoTerra. 
 
Colleges represented are Troy University, University of Mobile, and Truett-
McConnell.  This is not a complete list of all vendors; check out the website for that
information! 
 
Please register for this state homeschool convention! Hope to see you there!

http://www.chefofalabama.org/


3rd annual Take the Reins Run

"It's surreal to think a long-awaited weekend flew by with a blink. Most importantly,
we bring awareness towards PTSD and we remember Anthony Clay Ward, who lives
on within each of our memories and reunions." - Joseph M.

Hi everyone! It is that time of year again! The 3rd annual Take the Reins Run, in
memory of Cpl. Anthony Clay Ward is coming up, and like last year, I am gathering
supplies to help feed the many Marines and their families that come in for the Run.
THANK YOU! To everyone who donated last year! Every little thing is a BIG help!

For those of you who are wondering what in the world I’m talking about and haven’t
heard of the Take the Reins Run, or of The Red Barn, the organization hosting the
Run, let me tell you about this wonderful organization. The Red Barn is a non-profit
group in Leeds that offers therapeutic horseback riding for those handicapped in
various ways. They also offer special programs for veterans and their families, all
geared towards healing. I can personally say that this organization is amazing, and
has touched many lives. Clay Ward is the son of CRCS parents, Allan and Debbie
Ward, and on June 13th, 2009, died of suicide, a victim of PTSD. Since then his
fellow Marine brothers have become family to the Wards and they will once again
come into town from all over the nation to run in Clay’s memory. While The Red Barn
is handing the actual run, Debbie Ward will be hosting several meals for the 40+ men
and their families. As you can imagine, hosting this many people is a large feat that
she has undertaken, and my job is to help by collecting donations and various food
items needed in feeding these men. This is a wonderful opportunity to show these



men and their families, who have given so much in the protecting of our country,
some southern hospitality and the Love of Christ. Last year we had a great turn out
and everyone was amazed and blessed by the meals! The weekend of the run is a
very healing time for these men, their families and the Wards. It is an honor and
blessing to be able to serve them by serving a few meals smothered with southern
hospitality and Christ’s love.

If you are interested in running with us, registration is now OPEN! This year the run
will be June 10th, 2017 at Hoover Veterans Park and there will be a 5k and 10k
option. By participating you will not only be supporting The Red Barn, but you will be
helping bring awareness to PTSD.  http://www.takethereins.run
Here is a list of items that we are in need of, and if you can help us out, it would be
greatly appreciated! Every little bit helps! If you have any questions, feel free to
contact me (Kara Bartz) at (10kforClay@gmail.com). Thank you in advance!   
 

gift cards for food (Wal-Mart, Sam’s Club)
bottled water
canned soda
sweet tea
chips

OFFICE	HOURS:	 Crossroads	office	is	open	on	Tuesdays	and	Thursdays	9	am	to	3	pm.	Call
and	leave	a	message,	and	we’ll	return	your	phone	call.	E-mail	is	always	a	good	way	to	get	in	touch
with	us,	almost	any	?me!	

FINISHING UP THIS SCHOOL YEAR: End of year records are due into the
Crossroads office by June 15. You need to complete your 4th quarterly report AND
your End-of-Year (EOY) summary report, either elementary or secondary student.
Have records into the school office by that time (either put them in the mail, or bring
them in). If you are bringing them in person, come by on Tuesday or Thursday
between 9 am and 3 pm; we keep our regular office hours during summer.
 
TUITION: Since the school year runs June through May, tuition for school year
2017-18 begins in June. Returning Families should have received an e-mail
reminder through QuickBooks about this. Yes, we are embarking on a new journey
with technology! Lori Booth and Heidi Cotton have been working tirelessly to
load all the information into QuickBooks. You should receive an e-mail
reminder on the last day of each month about next month’s tuition. IF you pay
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ahead or for the entire year at a time, then you should not receive these e-
mails. If you believe there is a discrepancy, let the office know and we’ll check
it out. If you are not receiving these e-mails, then we need to know that also!
Thank you for your patience with us as we work on our new accounting
system!

TRANSCRIPT	REQUEST:	If you	need	a	transcript, contact	the	office	as	soon	as
possible.	It	may	take	up	to	two	weeks	to	produce	a	transcript,	depending	on	work	volume.	So	don’t
wait	un?l	the	last	minute	to	make	that	transcript	request!

WORK	PERMITS:	Under	the	current	state	law,	work	permits	are	no	longer	required	for
your	teenager.	If	a	14YO	or	15YO	is	working,	he	or	she	must	provide	an	Eligibility	to	Work	form	to
employers,	which	can	be	obtained	from	the	Crossroads	office.	For	more	informa?on,	check	the
Child	Labor	Law	www.labor.alabama.gov	Students	16	years	or	older	do	not	need	anything	from	the
school.

DRIVERS	PERMIT	and	DRIVERS	LICENSE: If	your	student	plans	to	take
the	driver’s	permit	test,	you	need	to	take	a	current	copy	of	a	church	school	enrollment	form	(CSEF)
to	prove	that	he	or	she	is	enrolled	in	school.	If	you	need	a	CSEF	for	any	reason,	you	can	pick	it	up
during	regular	office	hours,	at	the	faculty	mee?ngs,	or	call	and	request	that	we	mail	it	to	you.

BOX	TOPS	FOR	EDUCATION: 	Thanks	for	con?nuing	to	collect	and	turn	in those
Boxtops	for	Educa?on.	Clip	those	box	tops	off	General	Mills	products	and	bring	them	into	the
school	office,	or	deposit	them	in	the	box	at	faculty	mee?ngs.	Each	box	top	is	worth	10	cents	to	our
school,	which	adds	up	quickly	when	we	all	work	together.	Funds	collected	through	this	program	are
used	for	projects	that	benefit	Crossroads	students	up	through	the	8th	grade.

POP	TABS	for	RONALD	McDONALD	HOUSE:		Builders	Club	students
are	s?ll	collec?ng	pop	tabs	for	the	Ronald	McDonald	House	in	Birmingham.		Ligle	things	can	make
a	big	difference.		You	can	help	support	the	Ronald	McDonald	House	by	collec?ng	the	ligle	tabs	you
pull	to	open	soda,	soup,	or	other	aluminum	cans.	 Bring	them	in	to	the	school	office,	or	to	the
faculty	mee?ngs!		THANKS!

Click here for a list of tutors. Click here to contact our staff.
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