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FROM YOUR ADMINISTRATOR
I’m borrowing an article posted on-line by Andrew Pudewa, from Institute for
Excellence in Writing.  It says some good things that I’d like for you to hear.  Hope to
see a LOT of you at the CHEF convention in June in Gardendale!

Why Attend a Homeschool Convention This Year?
Posted by Andrew Pudewa

Time is precious. Money can be tight. Travel must be prioritized. And, almost all the
information you will ever need can be found online. So, is going to a conference
really worth it?
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I have been to many conferences—hundreds, actually. Of course, I go because it’s
my job. Although I primarily teach workshops and hang out near the IEW booth, I
also meet fascinating people and listen to a variety of workshops. Now obviously, not
every conference is a peak experience, and some are far more interesting than
others, but I think it’s safe to say that almost always something helpful, even
enlightening happens, and often I don’t even notice it until weeks or months later.

A friend of a friend once articulated for me something we all instinctively know:
“Teaching is the overflow of the soul of the teacher to the soul of the student.” To do
that, of course, the teacher’s soul must be full. Yes, we can read stuff. We can watch
videos. We can pray. But for so many of us, the busyness of life makes all those
things we can and should do to fill ourselves up somewhat less important than the
crisis of the moment. (And in homeschooling, there always seems to be a crisis of
the moment!)

In reality, a conference is a retreat—a place to gather with like-minded people, see
and hear new ideas, ask questions, and contemplate. Even if the talks you attend
aren’t the “incredible” talks that change one’s life, there are ideas everywhere, and
I’ve found that one small idea from an unexpected source can improve my life
forever. Sometimes those ideas don’t even come from speakers or workshops, but
from one-on-one conversations with other homeschooling parents.

Taking the time to attend a convention is a little bit like doing exercise or practicing
music: You may not want to do it before you do it, but after you do it, you are happier
for having done it. So step out, get yourself to a convention this year, fill yourself with
inspiration and ideas, make some new friends, and if you’re afraid of the exhibit hall,
just don’t go in! (Although that’s where you’ll usually find me, and I do hope you’ll
come by and say hello if we’re at the same show.)

Blessings to you and yours,
Andrew Pudewa

CHEF Convention 
Thursday and Friday, June 18-19
First Baptist Church of Gardendale (old campus)
www.chefofalabama.org

http://www.chefofalabama.org/


Mark Your Calendar
FACULTY MEETINGS
Monday night, March 16, 7 pm, Community Presbyterian Church in Moody
Tuesday night, March 17, 7 pm, Heritage Baptist Church in Pell City 

Final faculty meetings of this school year! Yes, time does indeed fly when you’re
having fun! So we’ll wind up with these two meetings. Your third quarter grades are
due at this time. 

Tuition for this school year runs through May, and can be paid at the administration
table. There will sign up tables for a few end-of-the-year activities. Graduating
seniors, please bring your PowerPoint pictures and graduation fee to this meeting.

STANFORD ACHIEVEMENT TESTING 
Tuesday through Friday, April 28 – May 1, 2015
Community Presbyterian Church Educational Building, Moody 
Grades 1, 4, 5, 6  Tues-Fri 8 am to 10 am 
Grades 2, 3, 7, 8  Tues-Fri 10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Grades 9-12      Tues- Wed 1 pm to 4 pm 

OTHER OPTIONS FOR ACHIEVEMENT TESTING 

If you want to test your students but prefer to do it at home or at a different
time, you do have some other choices. Here are some websites with some
brief information about tests provided. 

www.thurbers.net
California Achievement Test can be given by parents, at home; no educational
requirements for tester. 

Click Here to see all February events on one page!

http://www.thurbers.net/
http://www.crossroadschristian.us/calendar/


www.familylearning.org
California Achievement Test can be given by parents at home; no educational
requirements for tester. 

www.bjupress.com
Stanford and Iowa Tests; educational requirements for tester. 

www.setontesting.com
California (no educational requirements for tester) and Iowa (educational
requirements for tester)

The Little Prince
A comedy/drama by Rick Cummins and John Scoullar 

Adapted from the book by Antoine de Saint Exupery
Directed by Lucy Lunsford 
Thursday and Friday, March 12-13, 7 pm 
CPC sanctuary 
$5 per ticket (all seats reserved)
Please contact the school office by phone or by e-mail to reserve your seats. 

The Little Prince may have returned to his own tiny planet to tend his Rose and to
look after his Sheep, but for a short enchanted time he returns to us and comes alive
on stage.  This play tells the story of a world-weary and disenchanted Aviator whose
sputtering plane strands him in the Sahara Desert, and a mysterious, regal “little
man” who appears and asks him to “Please, sir, draw me a sheep.”  During their two
weeks together in the desert, the Little Prince tells the Aviator about his adventures
through the galaxy, how he met the Lamplighter and the Businessman and the
Geographer, and about his strained relationship with a very special flower on his own
tiny planet.  The Little Prince talks to everyone he meets:  a garden of roses, the
Snake, and a Fox who wishes to be tamed.  From each he gains a unique insight
which he shares with the Aviator.  “It is only with the heart that one can see rightly.” 
“What is essential is invisible to the eye.”  Both the “little man” and the Aviator must
go home; each with a new understanding of how to laugh, cry, and love again. 
Crossroads students make up the cast and crew:  Sonali Albus, Kayla Allison, Skye
Bartz, Jackson Cooper, Cassie Cunningham, Joshua Dodgen, Sarah Dodgen,
Katherine Ennis, Corin Hill, Silas Hill, Sara Hively, Amy Claire Howard,  Grace
Killingsworth, Lana Lowery, Logan Lowery, Bea Riley, Stacy Ross, Ashley Sizemore,
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and Nate Streufert. 

Instrumental Music Classes!

It's	  never	  too	  late	  to	  join	  the	  band!	  	  Learn	  to	  read	  music	  in	  a	  fun,	  hands-‐on	  adventure!	  	  We
are	  always	  accep>ng	  new	  students	  of	  all	  ages!	  	  Contact	  Shannon	  Monroe	  for	  more
informa>on.	  

Come join the parade!
Shannon Monroe🎶
Shannonmonroe3@gmail.com

(205) 601-2198

Ballroom Dance Class
There are only four classes left for this years Ballroom Dance Class. The last
class day will be March 27th. We will be learning 2 more dances before Spring
Formal so don't miss out.  Classes are Fridays at 1:30 in the CPC Gym.

The CRCS Travel Club Presents:
SPAIN & PORTUGAL – MAY 2016

Don’t miss the boat...early enrollment ends soon!

mailto:Shannonmonroe3@gmail.com


Enroll by 3/31/15 to receive the early enrollment discount of $100 off of
your tour price.  We’ve got another great group of CRCS students and parents
traveling on this exciting educational tour that skirts the beautiful Mediterranean
Sea!

We will visit the actual site where Columbus set sail for America. This fieldtrip
will take us
from Lisbon, Portugal along the Mediterranean to Barcelona, Spain with an
option to visit the French Riviera.

Repeat travelers also get a $100 discount on this tour, regardless of when they
enroll. 
As always, this trip is open to friends and family members of CRCS students.
Group size will be limited to 50 travelers.

For more information, including a detailed itinerary, current discounts and exact
pricing, or to get enrolled, 
please visit www.eftours.com/1542738WV or contact Jennifer Myers at 205-
451-9322 or jenvan@windstream.net.

CC Flyers Spring Track Program
Start date: Thursday, March 12, 2015 -- 4:00 p.m.

Location: Moody Park (near the tennis courts)

Workout days: Thursdays (4:00 p.m.) Saturdays (8:00 a.m.)

This season we will meet at Moody Park for our weekly workouts.  On Thursday, March 12, we will gather

near the pavilion by the tennis courts to discuss the program and begin the season.  Please contact us

at ccflyers4u@gmail.com if you have any questions.

It’s the Story of the Year....and you’re
in it!
ORDER YOUR 2014-15 YEARBOOK TODAY! This hardcover, student-produced
yearbook is on sale now for $30/each. Order yours at the March faculty meeting or
send a check into the office labeled “YEARBOOK”. 

You don’t want your students to miss the opportunity to join us in May for our fun

http://www.eftours.com/1542738WV
mailto:jenvan@windstream.net?subject=CRCS%20Miscellaneous%20News%20-%2003%2F05%2F15
mailto:ccflyers4u@gmail.com


YEARBOOK SIGNING PARTY! Let’s make this year memorable, and capture those
memories in the 2014-15 CRCS Yearbook.
 
Also on sale now: CRCS Yearbook Ads! Advertise your business and support your
school and/or your student by purchasing a yearbook ad today. For more
information, please contact our Advertising Manager, Matthew Myers
at jenvan@windstream.net or 205.470.6941.

Honestly, your kids have the cutest faces around. The 2014-15 WILL NOT be
the same without them. UPLOAD your photos NOW!
 
The yearbook staff is about to start working on the yearbook and we need those pics
asap. Go to: www.hjeshare.com with the school code: CROSSROADS2015 to
upload and tag your pics today. YB Staff members, please upload pictures directly to
your www.hjybook.com accounts.

Step 1: Fill in your personal contact information in the form and select “Browse for
Images”. You may upload up to 10 images at a time.
Step 2: Once you’ve selected your images and uploaded them, you must click on
each thumbnail (small image) and provide the grade and names of the students in
the photo and provide us with a brief description of the club, activity, etc. Please be
sure to provide a description so we aren’t guessing who and what the photo is all
about.
Step 3: Select “Submit Image Information”. It’s just that easy. It will take some time to
load. Be patient.

ALTERNATE OPTION!  Select the best photos, put them on a disc or flash drive, put
your name on them and turn them in at the faculty meeting March 16 or 17.  Just
please do not turn in a full disc of 300 for the staff to go thru and choose.

FOR QUESTIONS OR TROUBLESHOOTING, PLEASE CONTACT JENNIFER
MYERS AT 205.451.9322 or jenvan@windstream.net.

mailto:jenvan@windstream.net?subject=CRCS%20Newsletter%20-%20March%202015%20-%20Yearbook
http://www.hjybook.com/
http://www.hjybook.com/
mailto:jenvan@windstream.net?subject=CRCS%20-%20Newsletter%20-%20March%202015%20-%20Yearbook


Spring Formal
 
An Elegant Country Evening
Saturday, May 2, 2015 
6pm-10pm
Ephesians Farm, Oneonta Alabama (The Shaw's Farm)
Sit down Dinner at 6:30
Senior Lead Out at 8:00
 

$35.00 for Students and their guests
$20.00 for Adults who wish to have dinner
Reservations should be made by April 15 - Sign up at the March
Faculty Meeting
RSVP is REQUIRED
There will be NO admittance at the door without a Reservation
It is still free for parents who want to come in for lead out.
If you have an under-aged sibling who will be attending WITH A
PARENT, please understand that they are NOT allowed to wear
"formals" or participate in the dance.

Seniors: Please turn in your Senior Lead Out sheets ASAP!
 

ARMED SERVICES VOCATIONAL
APTITUDE BATTERY 
Wednesday, April 8, 9 am to 12 noon
Sign up will be at the March faculty meetings.  



No charge for this test.  
For more information, check out the website: http://official-asvab.com

The ASVAB is a multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed abilities and
helps predict future academic and occupational success in the military. It is
administered annually to more than one million military applicants, high school, and
post-secondary students.  It will be given free at Crossroads, to high school students
in grades 10-12, or to any graduates who would like to take the test. 

CO-OP NEWS:
 
Last day of Spring semester HAS BEEN EXTENDED to March
20th, so we will have a total of 10 weeks. 
 
Its never too early to start thinking on class ideas for the Fall
semester! If anyone has class ideas, needs class ideas, or, is
interested in teaching a class but would like to know more about
the Friday co-op program, please contact me anytime! 
  
If you have questions contact me at 
205-306-6177 or barbie.whitefield@gmail.com 
 
See everyone on Friday!
 
Thanks,
Barbie Whitefield

Extended Co-op News
Time seems to fly by.  Already parents are thinking about the next school year.  What
classes are needed? What books and supplies do I need to be looking for?  These
are questions that homeschool parents ask each year.  I always get excited about
new books and I know other teachers do as well.  I have some of the classes and
books available for next year.  I do not have a complete list as of yet but as always it
is in process.

Here is what I have so far...

World History for High School (Notgrass 2014 edition). This class will be
include history, bible and language arts. The work will be at school and at
home. Each week a paper will be written, Bible verses learned and a daily

http://official-asvab.com/
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Bible reading.  
Algebra 1 (Bob Jones)
Geometry (Bob Jones)
Keyboarding
Microsoft Office
7th -9th Physical Science (Real "Science for kids" middle school)
Physics Student text
Chemistry Student text
Geology Student text
10th -12th Chemistry
Algebra 1 (must be completed and passed before being accepted into this
class)
"Friendly Chemistry" student text
Spanish 2  ( must have taken Spanish 1 with Jenny Bartz)

As you can see from this list many other things could be added.  I have a few
suggestions...

Middle School
World History
American History
Language Arts
Pre-Algebra
Math 7
High School
Algebra 2
Biology
Marine Biology
Anatomy
American History
Government/ Economics

I am also open to suggestions. Give me a call or send me an email. I would love to
hear from some parents with a need to teach.

Thank you
Tracey Douglas
205-613-1301
delinndouglas@gmail.com
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Wee Folks Series (preK-1st grade) 

The Queen of Hearts and the Terrible Tarts, April 16, 11 am

ACT
www.actstudent.org
Register for this test through the website
Cost is $38 (no writing); $54.50 (ACT plus writing)

SAT
SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST
www.collegeboard.org
Register for this test through the website.
Cost is $52.50  

Deadlines and Test Dates

Deadlines and Test Dates
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HUNTSVILLE SPACE AND ROCKET CENTER
Monday, March 16, 2015 – 10 am to 4 pm  

This field trip is FULL! (limited to 70 students)
Paid participants should have received a confirmation e-mail. 

For more information and directions, please visit the web site
at www.rocketcenter.com
 
Any questions, contact Tracey Douglas at (205) 613-1301 or
delinndouglas@gmail.com  

GRADUATION
Tuesday, May 26, 7 pm
First Baptist Church of Trussville

Due at March faculty meetings:  Pictures for PowerPoint and $125
graduation fee.

Needed, pictures for graduation PowerPoint presentation! This will run for 30
minutes prior to graduation and will feature all seniors who submit photos. This
will also be on the DVD with the graduation on it. All part of the $125
graduation fee. We want 3-5 pictures of the senior throughout his life:  baby
pictures, growing up, and one current or senior picture.  
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Jeremy Booth is compiling this presentation; he would like the pictures to be
sent as .zip(compressed) files to his e-mail address at rolllltide@hotmail.com.

The instructions for how to do this are written below in case you need help.
 
For Windows Users:
Create a folder the titled with students name as [Last name, First
name] without the comma and brackets.

1. Insert the pictures which are to be in the presentation within this folder.
2. Right-click the folder you created, point to Send to, and then

click Compressed (zipped) folder.
3. Attach the .zip folder which was created to an email.  

 
For Mac Users:
Create a folder the titled with students name as [Last name, First
name] without the comma and brackets.
Insert the pictures which are to be in the presentation within this folder. Do one
of the following:

1. Select the folder and choose File > compress.
2. Control-click the folder and choose Compress from the shortcut menu.
3. In a Finder window, select the folder and choose Compress from the

Action menu (looks like a gear).
4. Attach the resulting compressed file to an email. 

For Linux Users:
Create a folder the titled with students name as [Last name, First
name] without the comma and brackets.
Insert the pictures which are to be in the presentation within this folder. Do one
of the following:

1. Right-click the folder, choose Compress and save as a .zip file.
2. Open terminal, locate the file in its directory, type zip -r [file-name] [file-

name] - do not include the brackets.
3. Attach the resulting compressed file to an email.

IF you have paper pictures and no ability to scan them, just submit the paper
pictures, and we will scan them, and return them to you at graduation
rehearsal.

mailto:rolllltide@hotmail.com?subject=CRCS%20Newsletter%20-%20March%202015%20-%20Graduation%20Photos


KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION
Friday, May 15th, 6PM
Community Presbyterian Church

Rose Stephenson is working on getting all of the details in place for this years
Kindergarten Graduation.

If you are interested on having your child participate please contact Rose at
205-283-7656 or mrsstephenson19@yahoo.com. It will take place on Friday,
May 15th at 6pm, at CPC. Cost and more details will be sent out soon, so
please let Rose know if you want to be added to her contact list for more
information.
 

WORK PERMITS
Under the current state law, work permits are no longer required for your
teenager.  If a 14YO or 15YO is working, he or she must provide an Eligibility
to Work form to employers, which can be obtained from the Crossroads office. 
For more information, check the Child Labor Law at www.labor.alabama.gov.
Students 16 years or older do not need anything from the school. 
 

DRIVERS PERMIT and
DRIVERS LICENSE 
If your student plans to take the driver’s permit test, you need to take a current
copy of a church school enrollment form (CSEF) to prove that he or she is
enrolled in school.  I’m not sure if you need it for the driver’s license; I’ve heard
that they do not require that now.  If you need a CSEF for any reason, you can
pick it up during regular office hours, at the faculty meetings, or call and
request that we mail it to you. 
 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Don’t forget to keep on collecting and turning in those Boxtops for Education.  
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Clip those box tops off General Mills products and bring them into the school
office, or deposit them in the box at faculty meetings.  Each box top is worth 10
cents to our school, which adds up quickly when we all work together.  Funds
collected through this program are used for projects that benefit Crossroads
students up through the 8th grade. Last year we redeemed $337 from our
Boxtops!  

NOTE: Please	  check	  the	  dates	  on	  the	  Boxtops,	  and	  NOT	  turn	  in	  any	  that	  have
expired.	  Thank you! 
 

Click here for a list of tutors. Click here to contact our staff.
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